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TO 

THE HONOURABLE 

AND. 

itIGHT REVERE!* D 

r 

S H U T E 

iaRD BISHOP OP I;AK0APP. 



My Lord, 

THE favourable opinion, which 
your Lordfhlp was p^eafed to 
entertain of this little Work in the 
firft Edition, has induced me to give 
it a Revifal, and, by removing fome 
inaccuracies, to render it lefs un** 
' worthy your acceptance. 

a 3 That 



DEDICATION. 

That fo flight a performance 
ftiould have been able to. attraft 

* 

your notice, I muft attribute ta 
that vigilant unremitted attention, 
which fo evidently diftinguilhes 
your Lordihip's conduft ; and makes 
you efteem no attempt undeferving 
your regard, which has the re- 
moteft tendency to promote the 
interefts of religion or learning. 

That this little manual may be 
of fome ufe, efpecially to the Youth 
of both Sexes, 1 am encouraged to 
hope, fro^n the candid reception it 
has met with in our Unive.rfities, 
where, I am told, fpme of the Tutors 
hiave adopted it as a proper com- 
pendium to be put into the hands 
of the younger Students, at their 

eittrdnce on a couitfe of facred lite- 
rature. 



DEDICATION. 

rature. If It contributes in any 
degree to make the Holy Scriptures 
more attentively read and better 
underftood, I fhall efteem it a 
peculiar happinefs, to have had 
this opportunity of teftifying the 
fincere relped, with virhich I am. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip*d 

Moft obliged and 

Moil faithful Servant^ 

MDCCLXXIII. 

Thomas Percy,. 
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AGlear introdudory illuftration of 
the feveral Books of the New 
Testament^ (hewing the defign of 
their writers, the nature of their con- 
tents, and whatever elfe is previoully 
neceflary to their being read with under- 
ftanding, is a work, that, if well executed, 
mult prove the beft of commentaries, and 
frequently fuperfede the want of all 
other. Like an intelligent guide, it di* 
reds the Reader right at his firft fetting 
out, and thereby faves him the trouble 
of much after-inquiry ; Or, like a map 
of a country, through which he is to 
travel ; if confulted before-hand, it gives 
him a general view of his journey, and 

prevents 



10 PREFACE* 

prevents his being afterwards loft and 
bewildered. 

That the following little work will 
be found to anfwer this flattering de- 
fcription, the Compiler dares not take 
upon him to auert; he can only fay, that 
the contents zft chiefly extraded from 
two, eminent Writer*^ who have particu- 
larly diAinguilhed themfeWes in thi^ 
branch of (acred criticifin, and have lately 
thrown great light upoa the fubjed. 

Thjs firft of thefe n, Mr. Profeflbr 
MiCHABLis^of his majefty'&UDiverfity of 
Gottingcn^ whofc "Intradudrary- Leftuf es* 
<< to the facred Books of the New X^fta- 
^f ment'* tranilated hoot the Geroian^ 
were publilhed, in one Tolume quarto, 
in 1761*. The. othec is the Rev. Dr. 

♦ Since this Tranflation of Mr. Michaelis/i 
Bo6k was publifhed^ that eminent Writer has 
Tcry much improved and enlarged his moik iiv 
«hje> ariginal German ; apd it were mvcb to hei 
wiihed that fome eap^le perfon would ^ve us 
either anew Tranflation of this excellent perform. 

Lardner^ 
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Larpnir, whpfe ^ Hiftory. of the 
"Apoftl^s and Eva^ngeUfts^ Writcct 
«of the New Teftament, with Re- 
** marks and ObfervatioBS on every 
" Book/' was printed in three Vo- 
li^mes Svp. in i7<5oi. The former of 
thefe has difplaye<J fo much ingenviity 
and di&ernmetxt, ^^4 the latter, f^ch a 
depth of learning, as give the greateft 
advantage to fuch as would avail themr 
felves of their labours. 

But as their works are not of porta* 
ble fize, and contain a multitude of cu- 
rious difquifitions not within the reach of 
the generality of readers, the editor was 
tempted to give a fhort abftraft of their 
refpeiSivc contents, cleared from all mif- 
cellaneous digrefEons, and reduced within 
a fmall compafs for the pocket. He has 
not, however, merely confined himfelf to 

ance^ or at leaf! would gire a new Edition of the 
former Verfioxi, with all the later additions and im*- 
^rovcmenti of the Origiaal. 

thofe 
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thofe two writers, but has enrtched hW 
work from other aurhors; thus in the 
Key to the writings of the feveral Evange- 
lifts, a full account is given of the curious 
Hypothefis of the leartied iand ingenious 
Dr. Owen, who, inr his ^[ Obfervations 
** on the Four Goff)els," 8vo. 1764, has 
opened a new fource of information^ 
and, by comparing the original language 
of the feveral Evangelifts, has flatted 
many new hints, which had efcaped 
former inquirers. If the Dod^or fliould 
find a difficulty ftarted, in the following 
pages, in refpedttoone part of his fcheme ; 
he will alfo fee a folution offered, which the 
editor apprehends will give new ftrength 
and confiftency to the whole argument. 

Besides thefe late writers, recourfe 
was occafionally had to the learned and 
ufeful labours of Pyle, Doddridge, 
Bengelius, Dupin, and otlier former 
Critics and Commentators ; from each of 
whom fuch parts were feledted as feemed 
moft folid and judicious; forming, in the 

whole. 
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Hirhole^ wh^t it 15 hoped, wall be fbuncl a 
.clear, concife, and not inqonfiftent com-r 
pilation : in which the editor frankly 
acknowledges that very little will be 
found of his own, and that he has no 
.other merit than that of bringing into 
one compendium whatever he thought 
was moft excellent in fo many ValUabte 
writers. 

After this little wprk wa^ &xjSi <toflir 
mitted to the prefs^ the editor was fa- 
voured by an ingenious friend tvith the 
ihort Account of the fevefal Sedts and 
Herefies that prevailed in the times of 
jChrift and his Apoftles. A general 
knowledge of thefe fs fo heceflaiy to 
pur right underftandirig the Tacr^4 
writings^ in which one 'or other of theni 
are coriftantly klliided to, that this worlc 
wdiild hay? been invperfed without it; it 
is therefore prefixed, by way of Intro- 
2XJCTION. in cortipiling this brief iketch^ 
tlie writer ^aoknowleclges himfelf indebt- 
ed - not ^dlily to the valuable works of 

GODWYK- 
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GoDWYN, pRiDEArx, Calmet^ and 
Stackhouse, but to the very learned 
'Syftem of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory by Mr. 
Chancellor Mosreim^ of the univerfity 
of Gottingen. 

To the fame friend the editor is alio 
indebted for the Ihort Analyfis, or Key; 
to the Pnophecies contained in the Reve- 
lation^ with which this little book is con- 
cluded. 
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THE JEWISH SECTS, 

OR 

PARTIES ALLUDED TO IN THE GOSPELS^ 
THE PHARISEES. 

THE Pharisees nvere a fedl am6ng the 
Jews, that had fubiifted at lesift above 
a century and half before the appearance of 
our Saviour. TheyafFe£led the moft profound 
regard for the Law of God, and the iacred 
Books ; but for the interpretation of them, 
and the manner in which they were to be 
obeyed, they depended chiefly upon traditional 
accounts. Thefe traditions encumbered religion 
with a thoufand frivolous obfervances, which 
drew off the mind from the more important 
meters of the law ; and made men look upon 
themfelves as holy and acceptable to God, 
not fo much from their moral conduit, an4 
obfervance of divine inilitutions, as from tbeir 
conformity to certain modes and {fun^io^ 
of mere human invention, introduced among 

B 2 them 
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them under pretence of being the Traditions 
of the Elders *• Hence their more than ordi* 
nary ftridnefs in wearing the phyi^actery, 
and fingularlty in enlarging the borders or 
FRINGES of their garments ^. Hence their 
fuperftition about the Sabbath, as if it had 
been unlawful on that day to walk in the 
fields, or to pluck the ears of corn, or to cure 
the (ick, or to aid one's neighbour. Hence 
too their peculiar zeal and pretence to purity, 
in the demurenefs with which they faded, 
the exadnefs with which they paid their 
tithes, the oftentation with which they prayed, 
performing that duty not only aloud, but in the 
moft public turnings of the ftreets ^ the ardour 
with which they encompafled fea and land to 
make profelytes, or converts to their fed ; their 
frequent waihing, not only of themfelves, but 
of their veftments and uteniils ; and their hold- 

» i. ^. Ancients. 

* The Phylacteries were little fcroUs of parch- 
ment bovnd to their foreheads and wrifts, on which were 
written texts of Scripture, ta)cen from Exod. xiii. 9. i6» 
»^d Deat.Tiii^ S. xi. 18. With regard to their borders 
gad FRiNOESy the reader will find the origin of this 
4iilinftioii in Num. xv. %t. Pent. xxii. 12. 

ing 
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Hig at a diftance, or feparating.themfelves not 
only from Pagans, but from all fuch Jews as 
complied not with their peculiarities. T(> this 
Jaft circumflance they feem to have owed th(i 
name of their fe£^; the word Pharis^b 
being derived from a verb in the Hebrew ^, 
which fignifies to diriDE or skparatb. 
This fed, however^ not only held the foul to 
be immortal, but had fome flight notions of 
a refurre4%on, believing that on fome occa*- 
fions the foul might again re-animate a body : 
Whence their conje£hire about Chrift upon 
his firft appearance, that he was either Johtt 
the Baptift, or Etias, or one of the old pro- 
phets ; and hence too, notwithflanding the 
violence with which they had oppofed the 
perfonal miniftry of Jefus, that aptitude thiey 
difplayed in after-times, beyond fome of the 
other Jewifli fe&s, to fall-in with his Reve* 
lation, 

« tS^^fl, Piara/b, To divide. 
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2^ INTRODUCTION, 

THESCRIBES. 

. Ths word Scribes, as that denomiikarion 
occurs in tl^e New Teftament, appears to be 
the title not of any pgrticylarfefl^diAiDguifhed 
from all others as to their modes of praiftice, 
or belief} but -a general term, applicable to all 
tbofe of whatever fe(9:, who made the Law of 
Mpfes and the prophetical and facred books 
tbei^ peculiar ibidy^ fo as to become capable 
of coinmentiog upon them, and thence of pub** 
licly inftruAing the people. This office feems, 
lK>wev^, tq have becin confined to the defcen-i 
daots of Levi, who being very numerous, 
and not at all times engaged in the immediate 
ferviqe of the temple, had leifur^e and oppor- 
tunity enough to qualify themfelves for thiS: 
duty, being unembiirrafied with fecular em- 
ploycx>ents, and liberally provided for ^mong 
all the other tribes. It appears indeed from the 
frequent mention that is made in the Gofpel of 
the Scribes tmd Pharifees in conjunftion, that 
the greateft number of Jewifli Teachers or 
Dodors of the Law •*, for thefe are expreffions 

^ So the original word (hould have been rendered, 
where in our tranflation it is improperly exprelTed by 
tifempdem term, LAWYE|LS«r 

X equivalent 



<quivaleiit to SckiBC, were at that titae of 
the PhanTakaF fea. In the Old Teftament^ 
we meet with the term S^RiBt in a fecuilar 
fetifC) as dehoting fometiftiei a fdcretary of 
ftate ^^ fotnei$me$ a principal cleric in a court 
of judicature ', and fometime^ a commii&ry 
or muffer^mafter in the army f ; and aldiough 
it b probable that a duly-qualified man be-^ 
longihg to any of ftie other tribes mfght bd 
idmittecj into any ofthtfe empioymefi^s j yeJ 
the fuperior opportunity that the defcendants 
of Levi enjoyed for all forts of literary im- 
provements, renders it likely that they were 
generally preferred, efpecially in ancient times, 
even to thefe departments. 

fHE SADDUCEES. 

The moft ancient fed among the Jewsf 
was that of the Sadducees. This name 
may other be derived from the Hebrew word 
Sedec, which (ignifies justice \ or from a 
certain teacher among the Jews called Sadoc. 
The former feems to haVe b^ the origin of 

* z Sam. viii. 17. xx. 15. 

' Matt. li. 4. 1 Maccab. v. 42. 

t % CHroa. xxvi. 11. 2 Kings xxv. I9* 

B4 the 
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|)ie appellation^ according to the account of the 
Sadducees themfelves ; the latter, according to 
the account given of them by the Pharifees in 
the Talmud. If we admit the former deriva- 
tion, it affigns no fixed date of the antiquity of 
this fed ; if the latter, it afcertains their rife to 
have been but a few years before that ofxtKe 
pharifees. , But be this as it may, the Saddu- 
cees feem to have been originally AriSt adhe- 
rents to the Mofaic inftitution, and to the 
Canonical books^ only interpreting them in 
the mod literal fenfe, and rejeding all other 
explications^ The fuperior eftimation in 
which they held the Pentateuch, or writings 
of Mofes, to all other compofitions in the fa- 
cred colle£tion, gave rife in iall probability to 
the report of their adverfaries, that they in- 
tirely rejeibd the authority of the reft : and 
the doubts they entertained about a future 
ftate, a doSrine not clearly revealed in the 
Writings of Mofes ; and about any appear- 
ances of angels or fpirits among men, iince 
the finifliing of the JewUh Canon ; feem to 

ft 

have at firft given a handle to the Pharifees of 
rendering them fufpefted of irreligion, which 
in all probability was afterwards confiimed by 
men of loofe principles (heltcring themfelves 

under 
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under their name. This however is certain, 
that at the time of our Savioar this toEt is 
reputed to have held dodrines that were 
thoroughly impious ^. For they are faid to 
have denied the refurredion of the dead, the 
being of angels, and all exiftence of the fpirits 
or fouls of men departed. It was their opinion; 
that there is no fpiritual Being but God only ; 
that as to man, this world is his all ; that, at 
his death, body and foul die together never to 
live more ; and that, therefore, there is no fu- 
ture reward nor punifhment. They acknow<- 
ledged that God made this world by his power, 
and governs it by his providence ; and, for the 
carrying on this government, hath ordained 
rewards and puni(hment$, but that they do not 
extend beyond this world. ^ In a word, they 
leem to have been Epicureans in all refpefbs, 
excepting only that they allowed that God 
made the world by his power, and governs it 
by his providence. At the fame time that 
they held thefe loofe notions, they are faid to 
have had a bigotted attachment to the law of 
Mofes ; and whether it proceeded from this, 
or their confidering our Saviour as a feditious 

^ Vide Prideaux. 

perfon» 
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ptf fori, thej' (bdf! joined with the Pharlfees iri 
bririgkig CShrlft ahd his difelpjes \o death ; 
fdt Gaii{:4iliS) who was of this fedt, and who 
\fsis H%b-pri«ft of the Jews at that time, was 
be triio cDftdemned Jefus to be crucified ; and 
Ahanu^ the you^iger ^, another of this feft, put 
to death Si. Janie? the brother of our Lord. 

THEtt^RODIANS. 

'OF.thc Herodians we meet with nothing 
among ancient writers, except in the New 
Tefiameht itfelf ; where alfo mention is made 
of certain Gaje^iljeans, wliofe blood Pilate 
ijningled with their facrifices, and who are de- 
fcribed elfewhere in the New Teftament as 
having made an infurroflion againft the go- 
vetmnent, and are called Murderers, or Si- 
^arii*^. The learned Calntet takes an oppor- 
tunity hence of imputing to thofe called He-^ 
radians whatever was done by thefe Gali- 
keaiis, and^ thinks they were called Hero- 
dians by the other Jews, becaufe Galilee at 

* Son of Annas the High Prieft, mentioned in thCL 
Gofpel 5 who is called Ananus, by Jofephus. 

^ A6ls xxi. 38. See d fiirtlier account of this Seft, 
or Party, p. 31, under the name of Gaulanites. 
' ' that 
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that time vras under the command of H&iiOt>^ 
fomamed Antipas/ But ^hen ive refle£fe 
that this infurreftiin hapt)en^ long before 
Chrift entered upon his public minithy, evetv 
as early as the loth ysarof his age, ^hsa th€ 
Infurgents were intirety n>ttted, and the {Sart]^ 
difperfed; whereas the Herodians are men- 
tioned as ftill flouriftiing at the very time 
'when Chrifl: was employed in his miffion ; we 
cannot forbear affenting to the judicious con- 
jedures of Dr. Prideaux and others, who look 
upon the Herodians not as a religious feft, 
but a political party, who began to become 
eminent in the days of Herod the great, as 
favouring his claims, and thofe of his patrons 
the Romans, to the fovereignty of Judaea. 
Some of thefe, no doubt, might be weak 
enough to imagine, that Herod was the Mef- 
fiah, or wicked enough to pretend that they 
did, in order to ferve his caufe ; and would 
be ready to vindicate his condufl, when, 
the better to pay his court to the Romans, 
he confecrated temples to fome of their falfe 
deities. And this party having begun in the 
time of Herod 'the great, may well be fup- 
pofed to have continued long afterwards in 
favour and power, by the indulgence of the 

Herods, 
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|Ierods» and influence of the Romans. That: 
Leaven therefore of theirs, againft which our 
Saviour warns his hearers ', mud in this cafe 
have been, either their falfe conceptions of 
the Meffiah, or their pliantnefs and conformity 
to Idol -wordiip, or both. 

IMark viil. 15. 
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HERESIES ALLUDED TO IN THE EPISTLES. 

WHEN the religion of Jefus began to 
be fpread abroad in the world, it liad 
not only to Aruggle with avowed adverfaries, 
fuch as the Jew and the Pagan, by whom 
its profefTors were expofed to all manner of 
external difgrace and calamities ; but it had to 
fupport itfelf in its native purity, dignity, and 
excellence, againfl: the corrupt dodbines which 
many of thofe whom it received into its 
community had brought with them from the 
Jewiftt or Pagan fyftem? ; for under thefc twp 
denominations were all mankind at that time 
included; and both fo very corrupt, as to be 
far more capable of imparting infedtion^ than 
of becoming pure, 

L Of 
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i: 

Of the Jews whp bccaiue Chriftians^ there 
were, befides fuch as had been of the fedt of 
the Pharisees, &c. others that had imbibed 
the particular opinions of the Essenes and 
the Gaulanites- 

THEE&S5NES. 

The Essenes fecm to have been of a very 
remote antiquity. They naight take their rife 
from that difperfion of their nation, which 
happened after their bein^ carried captive into 
Babylon. The principal charafter of this feft 
was, that they chofe retirement, were fober, 
were induftrious ;..had all things in common ; 
paid the highcft regard to the mcJral precepts 
of the lawj^ but ncgkfted the eeremoniaf, 
any farther than what regarded bodily clean*- 
pefs, the obfervation of the Sabbath, and 
jnfi2|king an annua} prefent to the Temple at 
Jerufateiii. They never aflbciated with wo^ 
men, nor admitted them into their retreats j 
but gladly embraced every fair opportunity of 
Supporting and enlarging their fociety, by 
rearing, breeding, educating, and inAru£ling 

other 
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pther men's children, as if they had beeq. 
their own. By the moft facred vows, though 
Ihey were in general averfe to fwearing, or to 
fequiring an oath, they bound ajl who(n they 
initiated among them, to the obferv^nce of 
piety, juftice, fidelity, and modcfty; tp con-» 
jceal the fecrets of the fraternity, prcferve the 
books df their inftru<Stors^ and with great care 
icommemorate the names of the angels. Tq 
^hem in all likelihood the Apoflle alludes, 
¥rhen he inveighs againft thofe who forbid to 
marry, who command to abAain from meats, 
Und who, through a voluntary humility, pay 
V^orihip to angels. But a more particular ac* 
count of tliefe errors the reader will find be- 
jbw, in page 1 30, &c. 

THE GAULANITES. 

The Gaulanites were Galilgjans, whp 
had this name given them from one Judas 
Theudas, a native of Gaulan, in upper Ga^ 
|ilee ; who, in the loth year of Jefus Chiift, 
livhich w^s the laft of AuguAus, and ten yearj 
f fter the death of Herod the great, excited hi| 
^untrymen the Galilsans, and many others 

' • .of 
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of the jews, to take arms and venture upon 
all extremities, rather than pay tribute to the 
Romans. The principles he infufed into his 
party were, not only that they were a free 
nation, and ought to be in fubje£tion to no 
other ; but that they were the eleft of God, 
that he alone was their governour, and that 
therefore, they ought not to fubmit to any 
ordinance of man. And though he was un- 
fuccefsful, infomuch that his party in their 
very firft attempt were intirely routed and 
difperfed; yet fo deeply had he infufed his 
own enthufiafm into their hearts, that they 
never reAed, till in their own deArudion they 
involved the city and temple. To this wild 
and fanatic party feem to be addrefled many 
of thofe pai&ges in the New Teftament, 
wherein obedience to magiftracy is fo pioufly 
and rationally inculcated. 

THE NAZAREENS. 

The Pharifees feem to have compofed the 
chief body of thofe Chriftian converts, who 
In the earlier times were didinguiihed by the 
tippellation of NA^Atc££K5. Thefe, thougti 

they 
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tbcy embraced Chriftianity, yet entered fo 
little into the real fpirit and genius of it, that 
they were ftill fond of the beggarly elements 
and carnal ordinances of the Ceremonial Law. 
To reprefs this their inordinate fuperftition^ 
feems to Iiave been the intention of the feve« 
rity with which the Law is treated in the 
Apoftolic writings, where not only circumci- 
fion is exclaimed againft, but we are taught to 
let no man judge us with r^ard to meats or 
drinks, or the/obfervance of holy -days, or of 
the new moon, or of the fabbath ; which were 
a fhadow of things to come, whereof Chrii| 
is the fubftance. 

IL 

THE GNOSTICS. 

Of the Gentilbs who were converted to 
Chriftianity, the mod dangerous and pernici- 
ous kind were thofe who were infeded with 
the Egyptian Philosophy; a fyftem, as 
it was then taught, intirely chimerical and. 
abfurd. The Chriffians of this fort aflumed 
to themfelves.the name of Gnostics ; a word 
of Greek derivation^ implying a Knowledge 

C fuperior 
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fuperior to that of odier men. This word 
cfoes not occur iix the New Teflament; but 

THE NICaLAITANS, 

of whom mention is made in the Apocalypfe 
of St. John"^, feem to have been of the 
Gnostic kSt ; as were aUb 

THE CEI^tNTHI ANS, 

for moftof the errors'^ malntaine4 by C^rik-^ 
thOS) and oppofedia the gofpcl of St. John, 
may be derived from the. fame fource. 
. When we fay the. Gentile converts were- 
chiefly liable to the Gnostic infection, we 
mud not be underftood to exchide thofe of 
the Jcwilh race, many of whom were tainted 
with it, but they feem to have derived it from 
the Eflcnes \ 

THE EGYPTIAN PHILOSOPHYr. 

The maintainers of this philofophy held, 
that .the fupreme Beings though infinitely per* 
kSt and happy, was not the creator of the 

" See this Se£( defcribed below, p. 159. 
^ See them defcribed at large, p. 7S. 
•■ See p. 128. 

univerfc. 
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tniverfe, nor the .ohly independent being : 
ibr, according to them. Matter too was eter-- 
nal. The fiippeme Being, who refides in the 
immenfity of fpace, which they called P/^J- 
mff or fulnefs, produced from himfelf, fay 
they, other immortal and fpirltual natures, 
(filed by them Mons p, who fiUed the refidence 
of the Deity with beings fimilar to themfelves. 
Of thefc beings, fome were placed in the 
l^her regions, others in the lower. Thofe 
in the lower regions were nigheft to the place 
of matter, which originally was an inert and 
formlefs mafs, till one of them, without any 
commiffion from the Deity, and merely to (hew 
his own dexterity, reduced it into form and 
order, and enlivened fome parts of it with 
animal fpiritf The Being, who atchieved all 
this, fihey called the Demiurgus^. But fuch 
was the preverfeneis of matter, .that^ when 
brought into form, it was the fomice of all 
evil. The- fnpreme Beings therefore, never 

P ^on in Greeky properly iignifies the Age of maii» 
but, having been employed by philofophers to exprefs 
thediiration^f fpirituai and invifible beings, the Beings 
tlmnfeWes were afterwards figuratively called ^wr/, 
or Durations, &c. 

^ i. e. The- ofctBlbor, artificer, or workman. 

C z intended 
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intended to have given it a foroa ; but as that 
had been now done, he, in order to prevent 
mifchief as much as poflible, added to the 
animal fpirit of many of the enlivened parts, 
rational povrers. The parts to whom rational 
powers were thus given, were the original 
parents of the human race ; the other ani- 
mated parts, were the brute-creation. Un- 
luckily, however, the interpofition of the 
fupreme Being was in vain ; for the Demiur- 
gus grew fo afpiring, that he feduced men 
from their allegiance to '. the fupreme Being, 
and diverted all their devotion to himfelf. 

These are the out-lines of this phantadic 
philofophy. The corruptions flowing from 
it, when adapted to Chriftianity, were thefe. 
They held that the God of the Jews was 
the Demiurgus; that to overthrow and 
fubvert the power and dominion' of this 
Demiurgus, Jesus, one of the celeftial 
'^ONS, was fent by the fupreme Being to 
enter into the body of the man Christ, 
in the fhape of a dove; that Chrift, by bis 
miracles and fufferings, fub verted the kingdom 
of the Demiurgus ; but when he came to 
fuffer, the -^on Jefus carried along with 
himfclf the foul of Chrift, and left behind upon 

the 
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the crofs, only his body and animal fpirit : 
that the Old Teftament ought to be rcjefted, 
as having been the means whereby the Demi* 
TTRGUs fupported his influence among men ; 
that the ferpcnt who deceived Evei, ought to 
be honoured, for endeavouring to refcue men 
from their flavery to the Demiurgus ; and, 
finally, that we ought not to marry, or pro- 
create children, becaufe, in fo doing, we ge* 
nerate matter, wliich is^ the fource of all evil ; 
and that there is no refure6lion of the body, 
becaufe the body is material. 

Against this philofophyy and not againft 
true fcience of any kind, are all thofe texts of 
the New Teftament levelled, which fecm to 
arraign philofophy. This is that philofophy 
which is there defcribed as vain, deceitful, tra- 
ditionary, formed upon the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chrift. Thefe are the 
profane and old wives fables ; the endlefs ge- 
nealogies, vain babblings, and oppoiition of 
fcience falfely fo called, which we are to re- 
jeS, and not to give heed to. And of thefo 
Sophifts, or Gnoftics, as they called them- 
felves, the Apoftles write, when they fay, 
^* There are certain men crept in unawares, 
who were before of old ordained to this con- 

C 3 " demna- 
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** demnation ; ungodly men, turning the 
*^ of our God into lafcivioufnefs, and denying 
•« the only Lord God, and our Lord J^us 
•« Chrift'." And again, « Now if Ctoift be? 
*' preached that he rofe from the deadt how 
** fay fome among you, that there is no re(ur^ 
" reftion of the dead* i" 

' Jude4. • Cor. xv. it. 



To this Introduction may not improperly bt 
fuhjoined a Jhort Abstract of the Ch&o- 
VOtOGY of Our Lord's Public Minijhry^ as it 
has been fettled by Sir Isaac Newton, etnd 
fom other CritieSy who mate it to have lajied 
Five Pajfovers. 

It is here copied from Mr, Bowyer's Con- 
jectures on the New Teftament^ &c. 
8vo. lyja^awori equally learned and 
curious* See bis Preface^ page xxxi. 
where this Chronology is defended and 
illuftratedn 
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THE CHRONOLOOY 

' OF 

CHRIST'S PUBLIC MINISTRY. 

The Fifteenth of Tiberius began Aug. 19, 
in the year 4742, of the Julian Period. 
(TilieriUs'* rtigri began Aug. 19, An. J. f . 
4727. A. D. 14.) So fooh as winter was 
over and the weather became warm enough, 
Johti b^an to baptize. Luke iii. i. [Sup- 
pofcin March.] 

A. D. Tib. The tiksr passover, John ii. 
31. 16-17. 3 ;J. Wednefday Mar. gt8, after 

Chrift's baptifm, (which was, 
we may flippofe, in September, 
the 17th of Tiberius not be- 
^nhingtill Aug. 19O; became 
into Judea: ftkid baptizing there 
while John was baptizing in 
JEnbtij John iii. 22, 23. 
John caft into prifon in November. 
About the thne ot the winter 
Solftice [in December], four 
mbnths before theharveft, J. C. 
wentthrough Samaria into Cana 
of Galilee, Matt. iv. 12. ANo- 
blem'aft of Capernaum went to 
hiTti there, and defired he would 
coihe and heal his Son. He 
C4 die' 
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A. D. Tib. did not go, but faid, ". Go* 

*' thy fon livcth," John iv. 
After fome time there, he pailed 
thro' themidft of the people, and 
dwelt in Capernaum, Luke iv« 

32* 17-18. The SECOND passoter, Mon- 
day, Apr. 14. He called Pe- 
ter, Andrew, James and John : 
Preached the Sermon on the 
Mount, Matt, v ; whither mul- 
titudes followed him from Je« 
. rufalem, where he had been at 
the Feaft. When the winter 
was coming on. He went to the 
feaft of Tabernacles in Sept. 
Mat.viii.19.23.LAi.ix. 51. 57. 
He went about the villages of Ga- 
lilee, teaching in their Syna- 
gogues, and working many mi- 
racles. Matt. ix. Sent forth the 
twelve. Matt. x. Received a 
ine0age ftom John the Baptift. 
Upbraided the cities of Chora- 
zin,Bethfaida, and Capernaum, 
becaufe theyrepented not. Matt, 
xi. which (hews there was a 
confiderahle time from the im- 
prifonment of John till now.~ 

A-D. 
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A. D, Tib. The third. passover Friday, 
32. x8. 19. Apr. 3. After which, the difciples, 

going through the pom-fields> 
rubbed the ears in their hands. 
Matt. xii. Luke vi. i. ^tvltfowftiraf, 
•* on the fecond prime Sabbath," 
that is, the fecond of the two 
great feafts of the paflbver ^ as 
we fay. Low Sunday. 

He healed a man on the fabbath- 
day, Matt. xii. 9. Luke vi. 6. 

The pharifees confulted to deftroy 
him, when he ¥^ithdre w himfelf. 
Matt. xii. 14. 

He fpake in a (liip three parables^ 
one of the Seedfmen fo wing the 
fields. Matt, xiii; whence we 
may infer it was now feed time ; 
andthatthefeaftoftheTabema-> 
/ cles,in Sept. or Odob. was paft. 
. He went into his own cou n try , and 
taught in the Synagogues ; but 
did not any mighty work, be* 
caufe of their unbelief. The 
Twelve returned, having been 
abroad a year, and told him of 
John's being beheaded . He de- 
parted privately in a (hip to Beth- 

faida. 
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A.D.Tib. faidSi. Fedfivethourandinthede- 

feit,Mat.xiv. Lukeix. Joh.vi.4. 

33, 19*20. ThcFouRTH PASSOVER, Friday, 

Apr. 23. John vi. 4. to which 
he went hot up, John vii. i . 
Henceforward he was found on 
the coift of Tyre and Sidon ; 
then by the fea of Galilee, next 
Oh fliccoftft bf Csefarea Philippi, 
and laffly at Capernaum, Matt. 
xv.2i.29.xvi.3.xvii.34.Went 
privately to the Feaft of Taber- 
nacles in Autumn, John vii. 2, 
The Jews thought to ftone him, 
but he efcaped, John viii. 59, 
Went to the feift of Dedication 
inWirtter, Johfix.22. The Jews 
feeking to kill him, he fled be- 
yond Jordan, John x. 39, 40. 
Matt. xix. I. On the death of 
Lazarus came to Bethany, John 
xi. 7. 18. Walked no more 
openly, but retired to Ephraim, 
a city in the wildemefs, till 

34. 30* The FIFTH and last passover, 

Wednefday, Apr. 13. Johnxi, 

53 — 55* ^" ^^^ Confullhip of 
Fabius and Vitellius. 

A 



TO T H K 

NEW TESTAMENT. 

THE facred Writings, which Chriffians 
receive as divinely infpired, are called 
in general Scripture, or The Scriptures, 
a Word which literally fignifies Writing, or 
The Writings. This Title often occurs 
m the New Teftament *, and was commonly 
applied in the time of our Saviour to denote 
the books received by the Jews as the rule of 
faith : it has fince been extended to the writ- 
ings of the Apoftles ^ and £vangeli(ts, as com- 
pleating the whole of divine revelation ; fo that 
the Writings of the Old and New Teftament 
are indifcriminately called by Chriftians, by 
way of diftindUon, Scripture, 6r Thr 
Scriptures. 

< % Tim. lii. i6. Luke tv. si« 
^ a Pet. iii« i6. 

Thb 
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The whole coIle£Hon of thefe facred wri- 
tings is called the Bible : This word origi- 
nally fignifies Book, and is given to the wri- 
tings of the Prophets and Apoftles by way of 
eminence. Thefe colledively are called the 
Book, or Bible, the Book of Books, as fu- 
perior in excellence to all pthers in the world. 

The holy Scriptures are divided into the 
Old and New Testament. The former 
contains the books written under the old Dif- 
penlation of the law of Mofes; the latter 
thofe publiflied under the new Difpenfatlon 
of the Gofpel. 

The New Testament (containing the 
infpired books written after Chrift's afceniioa ^ 
into heaven) is intitled in Gr^ek H kainh 
AIA0HKH, a title which was early borrowed 
by the Church from Scripture «, and autho- 
rized by St. Paul himfelf ^ 

This title, according tothepaffages of Scrip- 
ture whence it is taken, (hould be rendered 
Covenant. And in this view, The New 
Covenant fignifies, *^ A Book containing the 
** terms of the new Covenant between God, 

• Mat. xxvi. 2S. Gal. iii. 17 Heb.riii. S. ix. 15. 20. 
' 2 Cor. iiL 14. 

"and 
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*^ and Man/' But "according to the meaning 

of the Primitive Church, which beftowed thi$ 

title, it is not altogether improperly rendered 

New Testament ; as being that wherein 

the Chriftian's inheritance is fealed to him as 

a fon and heir of God, and wherein the death 

of Chrift as a teftator s is related at large, and 

applied to our benefit. As this title implies 

that in the Gofpel unfpeakable gifts are gtven» 

or bequeathed to us, antecedent to all condi* 

tions required of us ; the title of Testament 

may be retained, although that of Covenant 

is mod exa£t and proper. 

The facred writings of the New Teftameat 
are all handed down to us in the Greek Lan- 
guage, which was that mod generally under- 
flood at the time they were written, and are 
part Hiftorical, part Epiftolary, and part Pro- 
phetical K Of the former are 

THE FOUR GOSPELS. 

Tun word EYArrEAiON Evangelium 
(Gospel) fignifies in Greek authors any joyful 
tidings, and is exa£Uy anfwerable to our £ng« 
lifh word Gospel, which is derived from the 

t Hcb. ix. 16, y;. ^ Viz. Revelations. 

Saxon 
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Saxon Eo&, and fpd, fpieech or tidings. Ift 
the New Teftament this term is confined ta 
^ The glad tidings of the adual coming of 
^< the Meffiah;" and is even oppofed to the 
prophecies concerning Chrift^ Rom. u i, 2.) 
So in Matt. xi. 5. our Lord fays, " The Poor 
" have the Gofpel preached to them :" i. e. 
The coming of the Mefflah is preached to the 
Poor. Hence the Church gave the name of 
GoTpels to the Lives of Chrift^ that is, to 
thofe facred hiftories. wherein the good news 
of the coming of the Mefiiah, with all its joy- 
ful circumftances, are recorded. 

The Chronological Order of thefe facred 
narratives, according to the moft eminent 
Critics who have confidered: this fubjef):) is 
as follows. 
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HISTORICAL BOOKS, 

With the Places when and where writtea 
according to Mr. Michaelis. 

Boole. Place. A. D« 

St. Matthew. Judba, or near it. 61 

In Hebrewi for the Ufe of the Hebrews. 

St. Mark. Rome. 61 

For the Ufe of the Romans who underftood 
not Hebrew. 

St. Luke. Alexandria. 63 or 64 

For the Ufe of the Gentile Chriftiant in 

Egypty Greece, Sec. 

St. John. Ephesvs. €^ 

To refute the. Errors of Cerinthus and the 

Gno4lic8. 

TheAcTsby St.Luke. Alexandria. 6^0164, 
For the Ufe of Churches every where. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Mill and Dr. Lardner concur for 
the moft part in tbefe dates, &c. : only the 
latter thinks St. Matthew's Gofpel was writ 
in Greek about a. d. lxiv 5 that St. Mark's 
was alfo penned the fame year $ and that St. 
LuKEli Gofpel and A£ls of the Apoftles were 
firft publifhed in Greece. — Dr. Mill thinks 
St. John's Gofpel was written fo late as the 
year xcvii, not long before his death. 

It is the general opinion of thefe and almoft 
all other Critics, that the firft three Evangelifts 
had not feen each other's Gofpels, when they 
compofed their own, except St. Mark, who 
is allowed to have abridged that of St« 
Matthew: But an ingenious writer* has 
lately compared the feveral Gofpels together 
in the original language, and thinks he hath 
difcovered ftrong internal proofs of the con- 
trary : he has therefore oflfered anew arrange- 
ment accoitling to the following table: 

1 Dr. Ovrfin. See his Obfervations on the Four 
Gofpelsy 8vo, 1764. 
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Of the Times, Places^ and Occafions of writing 
the Gofpelsy according to Dr. Owen. 

Gofpels. Places. A. D. 

St. Matthew's. Jerv»alem. about jS* 
For theUfe of the Jewiih Converts. 

St. Lttke's. Corinth. . about 53 

For the Ufe of the Gentile Converts. 

St, Mark's. Rome. about 5 3 

For the Ufe of Chriftians at large. 

St. John's. Ephesvs. about 69 

To confute the Cerinthian and other Herefies. 

This ingenious writer thinks, St. Mat- 
thew wrote his Gofpel for the ufe of the 
Churches at Paleftine, thencompofed of Jewifli 

• 

converts, and adapted it to the condition of the 
times, and the nature of their circumftances. 

<^ When the Gentiles wereadmitted into the 
Chriftian Church, St. Luke, as the exigence 

^ This and the Date of St. Luke's Gofpel are con- 
troverted in the following Pages \ howeter, the general 
Airangement may be allowed to ftand here. 

D of 
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of their ftate required, ftrengthened their faith 
by another Gofpel, accommodated to their 
ipecial ufe* 

** And when the invidious diftin<9ion be- 
tween Jew and Gentile had well nigh ceai^d, 
St. Mark, wifely rejeding the many peculi- 
arities of thefe two Gofpels, compacted a third 
out of their moft important contents, for the 
benefit and inIlru£tion of Chridians at large. 

*' And afterwards, when the Church was 
infefted by Heretics, St. John undertook to 
confute tlidr errors from the life and con- 
verfation of Chrift : which produced the lafl 
of thefe Gofpels ; and aiSbrde^ the author an 
opportunity of relating feveral remarkable 
things which had been omitted by his prede- 
ceflbrs." 

** Thbse four Gofpels, he thinks, form one 

complete System of Divinity : and if we 

read them in the order they are here placed in, 

we (hall find them improving on one another, 

and yet all confpiring to one end, to a perfe^^ 

repEefentation of revealed Religion. Each of 

the authors confulted the writings of his Pre- 

deceflbrs 5 and either by the addition of fadls— 

explanation of terms— or confirmation of doc- 

trine^ contributed fpmethii^ to the common 

1 . V ftock 



NEW TESTAMENT. 51* 
(lock and the general inftru<aion of Chriftians. 
They likewifc quoted each other's words, and 
thereby recommended each other's hiftories ; 
by which means they became not only mutual 
vouchers for the truth of thefe genuine Gof- 
pels, but at the fame time joint-oppofers of 
all thofe fpurious ones that were impioufly 
obtruded upon the world. St. Luke by his 
quotations referred his readers to the Gofpel of 
St. Matthew. St. Mark again referred to 
both the former. And all three were approved 
by St. John and appointed to be read ia 
Churches. And afterwards when he wrote his 
own, it was ufhered into the world with the 
knowledge, approbation, and perhaps tefli- 
mony of all the Afiatic bi(hops. Thus was 
the whole Evangelic Hiftory finally clofed, 
and the Evangelical Canon eftablifhed upon 
the firmed ground, and by the moft venerable 
audiority." 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDtNO 
TO ST. MATTHEW. 

THIS Gofpel was written before tht 
other three. The author g£ it was an 
«ye-witncfs of moft of the fa£ls he relates^ 
having been early called to the Apoftolic 
Office by Chrift himfelf •. Befides the Name 
of Matthew, he had alfo that of LEViy 
being the Son of Alpheus ; but not of that 
Alpheus or Cleophas, who was the Father 
w James &c*. He was originally by pro- 
feffion a Publican, or Golledor of the Roman 
Taxes : His office confided in gathering th« 
cuftoms of fuch commodities as came by the 
fc« of Galilee, and in receiving tribute from 
fuch paflengers as went by water. This lu- 
crative poft he chcarfully quitted for the fake 
of Chrift, to whom he became a faithful at- 
tendant and eye-witnefs of all his miracles. 

* See Matt. ix. 9, Mark lu 14* 
^ Matt. X. 3. 

D3 In 
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In what year St, Mathew wrote his Gofpel 
is not agreed by ancient writers ; fome dating 
it in the year of Chrift xli< others in xlix, 
and others between the years lxi and lxiv. 
This laft account is gathered from Irenaeus, 
and is what the rhoft' judicious Modern Cri- 
tics ^ are inclined to prefer j not only as Ire- 
naeus was the moft ancient of thofe who have 
given the circumftance of time, but for other 
reafons. The Hebrews fufFered about that 
time a heavy perfecutiort, which almoft drove 
them to apoftacy, and obliged St. Paul to 
Mrrite his Epiftle to them. In thefe circum- 
ftances nothing could be of more expediency 
and ufe to them, than a hiftory of the mira- 
cles and refurrecSlion of Chtift. It is moft 
probable therefore that both this Gofpel and 
the Epiftle to the Hebrews were written with 
tlie fame view, to preferve the Chrlftians of 
Judea in the faith. 

Again, this Gofpel contains feveral plain 
prediftions of the miferies and defoliation of 
Jerufalem, and of the overthrow of the Tem- 
ple, &c. befides many other figurative intima- 
tions of the fame thing, which could not fafely 

« MiCHAELis is for the year 6i. Lardner is 
jfbr 64. SeealfoBASNAG&9 &c, 

be 
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be publiflied to all the v^Id in writing, till 
towards the conclufion of the Jewi(h ftate. 

An ingenious Writer"* has lately propofed 
a mach earlier date of St. Matthew's Gof- 
pel : He indeed tliinks that it was writ in a 
time of perfecution, for the Ufe of the Jews 5 
^ but then he fuppofes it was in that firft per* 
fecution, which raged in Paleftine after the 
death of the Martyr Stephen ; about the year 
of Chrift XXXVIII, in the fecond year of the 
Emperor Caligula. 

There is however a capital objefUon to 
this very eariy date; and that is, the great 
deamefs with which the cotnprehcnfive de- 
fign of the Chriftian Difpenlation, as extend* 
ing to the whole Gentile world, is unfolded 
in this GofpeL Whereas it is well known 
and allowed by all, that for a while our 
Lord's Difciples laboured under Jewifh pre- 
judices ; and that they did not fully under- 
hand all his Difcourfes * at the time they were 
fpoken. They could not clearly difcern the 
extenfive defign of the Gofpel fcheme, till 
after St. Peter had been at the houfe of Cor- 

' Dr. Owen. See his Obfervations on the Four 
Gofpelsy Svo. p. 22. 
« Vide John xvi. 7—14; and other pafTages. 

D 4 nelius* 
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nelius^ and there received Gentile converts 
into the Church without Circumcifion^j nor 
indeed till after the Gofpel had been preached 
abroad in foreign countries by St* Paul and 
other ApofUes. 

Now if wc turn to St. Matthew's Gofpel^ 
we every where find the enlarged views of his 
divine Mafter reprefented in too clear a man- 
ner to admit a doubt that the writer was ig« 
norant of their full tendency and meaning* 
Thus he (hews that the Apoftles were to teach 
all nations K. He reprefents the fpirituality 
and freedom of the Gofpel ^ : And that our 
Saviour was defigned to be a blefling to the 
Gentiles K That the fame Evangelift under- 
ftood the calling of the Gentiles and the rejec* 
lion of the Jews, may be inferred from feveral 
paflages ^» He had alfo a diftin£^ apprehen^ 
iion of the extent of our Lord's Kingdom and 
the progrefs of his Do£trine, when he record* 
ed thofe parables in Chapter xiii. And it is 

^ A£ls, Ch. X. TbU Event is placed by Chronolo- 
gies about the year 39. 
S Ch. xxviii. 19. 
^ Ch. XV. 10. 20. 
^ Ch. ii. Ch. iii. 9. 

^ Ch. viii. 10. It. Ch.xxU 33.46.CK.xx11. 1. 14* 

probable 
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probable he had fome knowledge of the Gof- 
pel's having been preached out of Judea, when 
he put down that declaration concerning the 
woman in Ch. xxvi. 13. 

Theke is alfo an expreffion ufed once or 
twice, intimating that Tome confiderable fpace 
of time had elapfed between the event and the 
time when this Gofpel was written. See 
Chap, xxvii. 8. and Chap, xxviii. 15 ^ 

Whoever weighs all thefe circumftances 
will rather be inclined to fix the dare of this 
Gofpel in the latter perfecution of the Jewi(h 
Chriftians of Paleftine about the year sixty- 
one, than in the more early one in thirty- 
eight. For it is the unanimous opinion of 
Antiquity,*that 

" St. Matthew wrote his Gofpel for the 
fervice of the Jews in Paleftine " j with a view 
to confirm tliofe who believed, and to convert^ 
if poffible, thofe who believed not." This 
opinion is fupported by feveral paiTages of his 

* See this argument handled more at large by Dr- 
Lardiner, Supplement, Ch. v. Vol. i. The fame Au- 
thor has (hown manyladvantagesof the late publicatioa 
of the GofpCel in his Credib. Vol. viii. p. 124. 137. 

<* Origen, apud Eufeb. L. vi. c. 25. Hieron. 8c 
Theophyla^ in Mat.*-Vid^ Dr. Owen, pafllnK 

Gofpel. 
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Gofpcl. Thus the Evangelift begins with the 
Genealogy of Chrift from Abraham ; which, 
agreeably to the Jewilh cuftom, he gives ac- 
cording to his LEGAL defcent by Jofeph his 
fOppofed Father; deducing it down from 
Abraham through David, to fliow bis title to 
the Kingdom of Ifrael. Thus alfo he refers 
dhen to Jewiih cuftoms ; relates the moil of 
our Saviour's difcourfes againft Jewilh errors 
and fuperftitions » ; quotes the greateft num- 
ber of paflages from the Jewifli Scriptures ; 
infwefs the moft confiderable Jewifti objec- 
tions ; and frequently makes ufe of the terms 
and phrafes of Jewifli Theology. 
- That this Evangelift wrote in a time of 
Perfecution, appears from the many ufeful 
l^ilbns which he gives to comfort and fupport 
the fufFering Chriftians ; and to moderate, 
^in over, or at leafi deter, the perfecuting 
Jews. With regard to the Chriftians, he in- 
forms them that their afflidions were no more 
than what they had been taught to expe<9:, and 
,had engaged to bear, when they embraced 
the Gofpel**: That their fufferings were ufe- 

n Ch. xxiii. I — J3. 

® Ch. X. ft I, ftft. 34 — 36. Ch, xvi. 14. 

ful 
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ful to them as trials of their faith' : TTiat i, 
cowardly defertion of the GoffSel would only 
expofe them to greater Calamities, and cut thenv 
off from the hopes of heaven ^ : That th^y might 
lilwfuUy ufe means of prefervation, when con- 
fident with innocence ' : That the obfervanco 
of the rules of the Gofpel was an excdient 
means to foften the fury of their enemies* 2 
And that it was better to fufFer martyrdom, 
than by any bafe compliance to incur God'^ 
difpleafu^e^ 

On the other hand, with regard to the un- 
merciful Jews, he tries to foften their preju-* 
dices, and engage them in the pradHce of meek- 
nefs and charity * : To this end he inculcates 
the amiablenefs of a compaffionate and bene-* 
volent difpofition ^ : its advantages here, and 
rewards hereafter*. He reminds them of th« 
judgments infli£ted on their fathers for thci 

I 

m 

f Ch. V. II. Ck. xxiv. 9—13. 
^ Ch. X. a8. 31, 33. 39. 

* Ch. X. 16, 17. 23. 

• Ch. V. 39. vii. 12. 24 — 27. Ch* Y* x$— ao. 

• Ch.xvi. 25 — 27. Ch. X. aS. 
'^Ch. ix. 13. 

T Ch. V. 3—4.8. Ch. xviii. 23 — 35. 

* Ch. V. 5. 7. 9. Ch. X. 40--42. Ch. Xviii. 23 — i^ 
€lb T« 2i-!-s6. Ch. XXV. 31— 4$« 

cruel 
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cruel treatment of the prophets, and that they 
might expeft worfe if they perfifted in the 
ways of cruelty ^ : for that God» through long- 
AiflTering, would at laft vindicate his ele£l, 
and punifli their oppreflbrs with a general de*** 
ftruftion*, 

St. Matthbw is faid by ancient writers 
to have written his Gofpel originally in He* 
brew or Syriac ; out of which it was early 
tranflated, either by hinfelf, or fome other 
Apoftolic writer, into Greek, as being the 
more univerfal language. However, fome 
judicious Critics among the moderns, by ex- 
amining the internal Sti:u£lure of the Greek 
Text, have found reafon to believe, that the 
ancients were miftaken in this refpedl, and 
that the Greek Copy is not a verfion, but the 
original *• 

After all, whether the prefent Gofpel was 
the original or the tranflation, it is agreed on 
all hands to be of divine authority, being 

f Ch. xxiii. »7— 39. Ch. x. 14, 15. 
» Ch. xxiv. t, &c. 

• SeeLARDNER, JORTXN, DODDERIDGE, WfiX- 

8TBIN9 Basnage, &c. However, the contrary pi- 
nion is mantained with no mean arguments by Mi- 

CHABLIS. 

publiflied 
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publiihed in the ApoftoHc Age; univerfally 
received by the Chriftian Church as authentic; 
and many pailages of it being (as a learned 
writer has lately ihown ^) incorporated into 
the Gofpels of St. Mark and St. Luke, who 
have thereby bom teftimony to its genuine 
fenfe, aad fet their feals to its authenticity. 

^ See Dr. Owen^9 ObfervatioQS on the Four Gofpels. 
JBy way of fpeclmen compai'e Mark iv. 1-^9, with 
Matt. xiii. x— 9. And Markxiv. »6— 46, with Matt. 
Tfxvu 30 — 50. So again compare Luke iii. 4.-— 6> with 
Mflttt. iii. 3, &c. Luke iii. 7 — 9, with Matt. iii. 7—10. 
J^uke iii. 16, X7> with Matt. iii. 11, ix. Luke xii. 
ax— 31^ with Matt.vi. 45—33. Luke 1^1. 20|2a— xS^ 
with Matt, zi, 3— XI9 &«. &c. 
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THE GOSPER ACCORDING 

TO ST. ,?dARK. 

THIS Gofpel js agreed to have been writ- 
ten by that Mark whom St. PETjEjt 
affeftipnately calls his Son, i. e. his worthy 
difciple<^, ^nd whom the ancients affirm to 
have been the familiar .companion of that 
apoAIe. He is alfo believed to have been the 
John furnamed Mark**, to whofe mother's 
houfe St. Peter retired when releafed by the 
Angel out of Prifon % and wlro is the fame 
John that accompanied St. Paul and Bar- 
nabas in their travels C. Mai^k was only .his 
fumame, which he had probably afTumed in 
compliance with the Jewi(h cuftom, while he 
travelled among the Heathens, to whom his 
Hebrew name of John would have appeared 
too foreign. 

His mother dwelt at Jerufalem, and the 
Chriftians aflembled at her houfe'; he ^as 
coufin to Barnabas \ and attended him and 

« I Pet. V. 13, 

^ SeeLARDNERy MiCHAELISy &C. 
« A618XU. 12. 

' Ibid. vcr. 25. 
s A£ls iii. 12. 
^ Col. iv. 10. 

St. 
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Sl Paul in their firft travels among the 
Gentiles ^; but he foon feparated from them^, 
which occaiioned a diviiion bet\y.een thefe two 
Apoftles, when Barnabas took him along 
vith him another journey '. However, when 
St. Mark lived at Rome about the time of 
St. Paul's imprifonment, that apoftle had fo 
good an opinion of him, that he reckons hi(Q 
among his fellow-labourers"', and had thought^ 
of fending him to Colofle ". 

St. Mark, even humanly fpeaking, was 9 
very credible witnefs of the Life of Chrift* 
He was (Iridly fpeaking an Evangelifi, i. e. 
a Preacher fent by the Apoftles to Jews and 
Gentiles without being confined to any par- 
' ticular church. What Timothy was to St. 
Paul, Mark was to St. Peter and Barnabas, 
and at laft he bore the fame relation to Sf. 
Paul himfelf. It was ufual for fuch Evange- 
lifts to Iiave extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft®. Hence we have juft reafon to be- 

* Afts xii. 25. 
^ A£bs xiii. 13. 

' Ch. XV. 36—40- 

« Phileirt. 14. " 

" Col. iv. 10. 

• 1 Tim. iv. 14. and z Tim. i. 6. 

lievc 
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lievc that St. Mark wrote by Infpiration : And 
as the primitive Church has tranfmitted to us 
his Gofpel, as a book of divine authority, 
without ever entertaining the lead doubt of his 
infpiration, we have no reafon to confider it as 
a mere human compofition. 

St. Mark is univerfally allowed to have 
written after St. Matthew p ; and a learned 
writer^ thinks, he alfo wrote after St. Luke. 
The Gofpels of thefe two Evangelifts were 
written, that of St. Matthew with particular 
reference to the Jews, that of St. Luke with 
a view to the Gentiles ; the Gofpel of St. 
Mark (according to this fuppofition) was 
compofed laft of the three, in a ftili more 
iimple form, and for more general ufe. It was . 
written at the requeft and for the ufe of the 
Chriftian Church at Rome ; which was at 
that time the grand metropolis and common 

P M* Michaelis thinks that St. Mark had St. 
Matthew's Gofpel chiefly before him, and wrote 
principally with a Deiign of publiftiing in a more 
known language (fc. the Greek) that which St* Mat. 
thew had written in Hebi-ew. 

q Dr. Owen. See his Obfervations on the Four 
GofpeU^ mentioned above in the Introdu6Uon. 

center 
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center of all civilized nationis, St. Mark's 
Gofpel is therefore a fimple and compendious 
narrative divelled of almoft all peculiarities, 
and accommodated to the ufe of Chriftians ia 
general. 

As the other two Evangelifts had been fa 
full in their accounts of our Saviour's birth 
and infancy, this will account for St. Mark's 
pafling over that Period of the hiftory, and 
confining his narrative to the time of our 
Lord's public miflion. And as this had beea 
fo well related already, he had little more to 
do than to -abridge the two former Gofpels, 
varying fome exprefllons, and inferting fome 
additions, which he probably had from St* 
Peter. Whoever compares St. Mark with 
the other two Evangelifts will find that he co» 
pics largely from both'', and takes one or 

» See Dr. Owen's Obfervations, Sec, paflim« Com* 
pare in the Greek Mark iv. i —9. with Matt. xiii. 1—9 1 
where the parable of the Sower is taken from St. Matt* 
So again in the explanation of the Parable, ver. 1 5— 
ao, he had his eye on St. Matt. ver. 19 — 13, till he 
comes to the comcluiion, ver. 21, 22, 25, where he 
makes a trandi'aQQs to St. Luke, ch. viii. 16— -18^ 
Compare alfo, St. Mark i. 21 — 28, with Luke iv» 
31—37^ &c, Sec* Tins co-incidence proves at leaft 

£ Other 
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txtii. the ninth of the emperor Nero, when 
the Church Rood in need of all the Confola- 
tions of Religion, to fupport it under the 
afflidive weight of a mod dreadful and cruel 
perfecution. 

The Greek language was at that time more 
in requeft at Rome, than the French is 
among us ; fo that the mod familiar letters of 
the emperor Auguftus (which are ftill extant) 
are commonly either in Greek, or intermix^ 
ed with Greek. We are not therefore to 
wonder that St. Mark a foreigner wrote his 
Gofpel in that language, for the ufe of the 
Chrifiian Church in general* 
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OF 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING- 
TO ST. LUKE. ' 

« 

THIS Gofpel is generally allowed to 
have been written by that ** beloved 
Phyfician," who is mentioned by St. Paul, 
in Col. iv. 14, and whom he exprefsly aflerts 
to have been a Gentile". Confequently he 
was neither one of the Seventy Difciples^ nor 
an eye-witnefs of our Saviour's Miracles, ak 
hath been fometimes fuppofed ▼ ; but we know 
that he was intimately converfant with apofto- 
lical Perfons. 

That St. Luke travelled with St. Paul 
to Rome, and there aflifted him feme time, 
appears from feveral paiTages of fcripture^. 
From thence he is affirmed by the ancients, to 
have gone into Africa, and to have preached 
the Gofpel at Thebes in Egypt. His inter- 
pourfe with the Apoftles, and eye-witn$lle$ of 

« Col. VI, II. 

^ Lukei. 3. 

« A6ls xxviii. xj— x6. Col. iv. X4t Philem. 24* 

£3 the 
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the works of Chrift, renders him an unexcep* 
tionable witnefs, as a man ; efpecially, fince 
heaflures us, that he inveftigated every thing 
diligently % and had drawn it from the foun- 
tain head *• And it is no more objeflion to 
the divinity of his book that he wrote from 
the information of others, than it is to the in- 
fpiration of Mofes, that he took his firft book 
from antitnt records^ and fometimes refers to 
other books* : and therefore we may well re- 
vive the univerfal teftimony of the Chriftian 
Church) that St. Luke, under the direction 
of the Holy Ghost, committed to writing 
thofe particulars which he had received from 
infallible witnefles. 

It has been the common opinion, that St, 
Luke wrote later than St. Matthew and Stf 
Mark : but the ingenious writer fo often 
quoted ^ thinks that St, M/VR|C wrote laft of 

y 'ax^iCa^c* 

^ Ar^OfV* 

• Numb. xxi. 17. 

^ Dr. Owen. See his Obfenrations on the Gofpels* 
He fixes the date of St. Luke's Gofpel in A. D. 53 S 
iffo, itmufthave been written before St. Matthew's 
{fee above, p. 56.) : but as the contrary fcems demon- 
ibable from the pafTagcs of St. Matthew copied by St» 
Luke (fee belowi p. 73.)! we inuft MHgn a later date 

7 the 
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the three; and tfais^ as wt hate feen, hfli 
great appearance of reafon^/' 

St* Jcrom affirms, th^at St. Luke penned 
his Gofpel on the borders of Achaiaand Boeo« 
tia, which (hould ieem to be at the time when 
he was attending St. Paul in his xrAV€i$ 
through Greece ; under whofe care and in« 
fpeSion he probably wrote it. It is agreed 
to be this Evangelift whom that Appftle ex« 
prefsly ftiles, ^^the brother, whoie praife it 
in the Gofpel <*." And that St. Luke wrote 
agreeably at lead to St. Paul's fenfe, will be 
evident to any one that compares the two paf*' 
fages quoted in the margin ^, where the ApoT** 
tie and EvangeKft have both uftd the very 
fame words in Greek todefcribe the inftitutioa 
of the Lord's Supper: this co-tncidenoe 
(hews the agreement of their fentiment^ 
whichever of them is fuppofed to have writ* 
ten firft. 

St. Matthew's Gofpel being intended 
chkAy for the Jews, it was highly expedient 

to St. Luke's Gofpel : unlefs we date St. Matthew*s 
Gofpel in 4.1, or 49. 

« P. 65. * a Cor. viii. if. 

* Luke xxil. 19, so. with i Cor. id. S3— S5. 

£4 that 
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that fome infpired apoftolical perfon (hould 
write fuch a hiftory of our Saviour's Life, as 
might fatisfy the inquiries, and be adapted to 
the fituation, of the Gentile converts. — ^This 
accordingly appears to have been the peculiar 
view of St. Luke in his Gofpel : for, writing 
to thofe who were far remote from the fcenc 
of a£Hon, and ignorant of Jewifli affairs, it 
was requifite for him to defcend to many par- 
ticulars, and touch on many points, which 
would have been unneceflary when writing 
to the Jews, Hence he begins his hiftory 
fo much farther back than the reft, and is 
fo careful in fpecifying times and places. 
Hence he gives the genealogy of Chrift, ac- 
cording to his NATURAL defcent from the 
Virgin Mary ^ and carries it up to Adam : 
Shewing he was that feed of the woman, 
who was prbmifed for the redemption of th^ 
WHOLE world, 

' By interpofing an eafy parenthefis^ the pedigree in 
St. Luke is naturally connedled with the family of 
Mary. "And Jefus began to be, or was, when he 
** began his Miniftry, about thirty years of age $ being 
** (as was fuppofed, the fon of Jofeph, but) in reality 
•« the fon of Heli, who was the father of Maryw'* 

KlPDER. 

With 
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\ViTH regard to the general conftrqflion 
of St. Luke's Gofpel, it feems to be formed 
nearly on the fame plan with that of St. Mat- 
thew, whofe very words are fometimes co- 
pied e. Indeed, as the Gentile converts fuf- 
fered the fame things from their countrymen 
that the Jcwifli Chriftians did from the Jews, 
it was neceffary St. Luke ftiould adopt much 
the fame points of inftruftion, both to fup- 
port the poor perfecuted Chriftians *, and to 
/often and convert their malicious adverfaries, 
of whom the Jews rgfiding in the feVeraj 
countries were ftill th^ chief*. But as the 
rage and envy of the Jews proceeded now 
from another caufe (for they perfecuted the 
Gentile Chriftians for laying claim to the pri- 
viliges of the Gofpel), we fliall accordingly 
find St. Luke's narrative peculiarly adapted to 
remove their prejudices, and obviate their ob« 
je£Uons ; to foften and enlarge their minds^ 

.^nd to deter tbism from their malicious pro-- 
ceeding?^. 

s See inftances referi*ed to above, in page 6i ; and 
others may be feen in Dr. Owen. ' 

* Ch, vi. 10^23. xii. 4 — 12. 31, 8cc, xviii. 28 — 30. 

* Ch. vi. 24 — 26. X. 12. xiii. 1 — 5. xix. 14 — ^44. 
k Vid. Ch. iv. 25—27. Ch. xx. 9—16. Ch. xv. 

11—32. Ch. xviii. 7, 8, Ch. xiii. i— 5. xxi. $9 &c^ 
Ch* xiii. a8 — 30. xiv, iS^-^ij^. 

St. 



74 OF THE GOSPEL 

St. LutCE wrote in Greek, and (as appears 
from the beginning both of his Gofpel and 
A£ls of the Apoftles) at the requeft of a 
Chriftian of diftiniftion, whofe name was'THE- 
OPHILUS. tte calls him n^eirtrh or excel- 
tENT, as we addrefs certain perfons with the 
title of Excellency. The feme title in Greek 
is given in the Afts to the Rottian Governour ', 
and was. equivalent to the Latin Optimus^ ot 
OptimaSj which the Romans addreiled to theif 
pringipal Senators of the moft ancient fami- 
lies. A great critic" thinks this was fome 
Nobleman who dwelt in upper Egypt, and 
that St: Luke's Gofpel was written about 
A..D. ixiii, in that country, near Thebes; 
which he fuppofcs St. Jerom miftook for 
Thebes in Boeotia. He obferve^ that the Syriac 
fubfcription reprefents this Gofpel to have 
been publiflied at Alexandria in Egypt, and 
fie imagines nwny things in it were particu- 
hrly cxprcffed with a view to refute the fait 
hoods of the Egyptian Gospel j an eirone- 
ous narrative, whence Mahomet is believed to 

. 1 Ch. xxtii. ft6. xxiv. 3. xxvi. 5. 

» M. Mickaeli^t $ee his LeAures on the New 
Teftamentt 

have 
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have extrafted many of thofe falfe particulars 
of our Saviour's hidory, which he has inferted 
in his Alcoran. 

Perhaps St. Luke's Gofpel '^s ffrft writ- 
ten in Greece, and republiflhed along with the 
A&s when he afterguards was in Egypt. Be 
that as it may, the Date alligned above i$ pr6- 
bably the tru^ one ; at leaft it appears pi^tty 
evident that St. Luke's Gofpel wis written 
(ifter the year lxi, if that be admitted to have 
been the D^te of St. Matthew's GdTpel, 



OF 



r 76 I 

OF 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO ST. JOHN. 

THIS Gofpel is univerfally agreed to 
have been written after all the reft, with 
a view of compleating whatever was deficient 
in them all. This Evangelift, independent 
of his divine infpiration, muft be allowed to 
have had a moft perfed kndwiedge of the 
fa£ts he relates ; and as he undoubtedly exa- 
mined all the other Gofpels before he wrote, 
he is an authentic witnefs to their veracity. 
He was, according to the teftimony of the 
ancients, of our Saviour's near kindred. Be*- 
fore he became acquainted with our Lord, 
he was a difciple of John the Baptift, and 
probably one of thofe two whom he fent to 
Chrift". Our Saviour honoured him with 
the moft intimate confidence, and loved him 
beyond his other Difciples. He and Peter 
and James were (exclufive of the reft) wit-- 

•John i. 37— 4.x# 

neftes 
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Defies of the raifing Jairus's daughter^ of 
Chrift's transfiguration, and of his agony in 
the Garden. He was the only Apoftle who 
flood under the crofs when Chrift was cruci- 
fied. So that he was better qualified than any 
other to defcribe the Miracles and Hiftory of 
Jesus Christ* A very difceming writer* 
thinks that St. John in the life-time of his 
bleiied mailer wrote down fome of the heads 
of his difcourfes : At leaft that his ftile per- 
feSly refembles that of thofe who relate the 
difcourfes of another, from fhort heads taken 
down while they were fpoken. 

But we are to confider this Golpel not only 
as an hiftorical narrative, but alfo as a con- 
troverfial treatife defigned to refute various 
Hereiies. For no fooner was the Chriftian 
Church efiabliflied, but its dodlrines were ob- 
fcured, debafed, and corrupted by errors and 
herefies of various kinds : thp firfl: Heretics 
affumed the name of Gnostics, i. e, " know- 
ing ones," pretending to fuperior light and 
knowledge. They were afterwards followed 
by the Nicolaxtans, whofe falfe tenets 

^ MicHAELis, See his LeAures on the l^ew Tef- 
lament* 

were 
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were propagated by Ebiok and Cerikthits. 
Thefe berefies prevailed moft in Afia. Where- 
fore the Afiatic bifliops defired St. John to 
draw up a refutation of them : and he, in 
eompliance with their requeft, compoTed his 
Oofpel with a view to put thofe Heretics 
^ to fliatue, and to fhew that tb^re is one 
H God, who by * Chrift' his Woixl made ail 
*^ things, and that the creator and father 
\^ of our Lord were not, as they pretended, 
*• difttn£l beings »,^ &c," Wherefore he does 
not relate the birth ^nd parentage of Clirtft, 
or even thofe f^ds of which he, Peter, and 
James, were eye-witnefles, exclufive of the 
other Apoftles ; but he chiefly colledls fuch 
difcourfcs apd miracles, as confirm the doc- 
trines laid 'down in the fird Chapter, which 
were counter-pofltions to thofe of Cerinthus 
and other heretics, who maintained the 
grofleft errors concerning Chrift. 

CEftiNTHUS is faid to have taught, i. That 
the moft high Gop was intirely unknown be-f 
fore the appearance of Chrift, and dwelt id 
a remote heavipn called Pleroma^ with the chief 

V If»xi9(vs> cgatr? flUeref. L, iii. c, 9. 

Spirits 
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Spirits or Mons^. a. That this fiipreme God 
firft generated an only begotten Son, who 
again begat the Word, which was inferior to 
the firft born. 3. That Christ was a ftill 
lower JEon^ though far fuperior to fome others* 
4. That there were two high £ons diAioft 
from Christ ; one called, Life, and the 
other. Light. 5. That from the Mons again 
proceeded inferior orders of Spirits; and 
particularly one Demiurgusy who created this 
vifible world out of eternal matter. 6. That 
this Demiurgus was ignorant of the fupreme 
God, and much lower than the Mons^ which 
were wholly invifible. 7. That he was how- 
ever the peculiar God and protestor of the 
Ifraelites, and fent Mofes to them ; whofe 
laws and injundions were to be of perpetual 
obligation. 8. That Jesus was a mere man» 
the real fon of Jofeph and Mary. 9. That 
the Mon Chrift d^fcended upon him in the form 
of a Dove, when he was baptized ; revealed to 
him tlie unknown father, and impowered hin^ 
to work Miracles. lo* That the Son Light 
entered John the Baptift in the fame manner ; 
and therefore that John was in fome refpe£b 

4 See the Introdu^on* 
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to be preferred to Christ, ii. That when 
Jesus had propagated the knowledge of God 
and came to fufFer, Christ left him and 
fled to the uppermoft heaven. 12. That 
Jcfus Chrift (hould reign on Earth a thoufand 
years, and his difciples enjoy all fenfual de- 
lights. Some of the Cerinthian feA denied 
alfo the Refurredlion of the dead -, and many 

of them maintained that Jefus Chrift was not 
yet rifen. 

Now we (hall find St. John's Gofpel divided 
into three Parts. 

The I ft contains doctrines laid down ia 
oppofition to thofe of Cerinthus \ 

The 2d delivers the proofs of thofe doc* 
trines in an hiftorical maner*. 

The 3d is a conclufion or appendix, giving 
an account of the perfon of the writer, and of 
the view he had in writing ^ 

In what year this Gofpel was written, is 
not agreed among the ancients. It fhould 
feem to have been before the deftnuaion of 
Jerufalem, which happened in the year of our 

J ' Ch. i. 1—18, « Chap. i. 19.— xx. 29. 

Ch. XX, 30, to the end. 

Lord 
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Lord LKXj for St. John (peaks of that city 
as fiill fubfiAing ; ** There is at Jeruialem by 
'* the ftieep-market a pool, &c".'* On the 
other hand it appears, from the Gofpel itfelf) 
to have been written after the death of St. 
Peter, which is generally placed in the yeair 
Lxvm. For the other Evangelifts, when they 
relate the cutting off the high prieft's fervant's 
car, conceal the name of Peter, left the Jew« 
ihould have a legal pretence to profecute him, 
and deliver him to the Romans to be capi- 
tally punifhed. Whereas St. John mentions 
him cxprefsly by name ^^^ Nor could St. 
John probably have interFupted the words of 
Chrift, " Thou (halt ftretch forth thy hands, 
♦*and another (hall gird thee*," concerning 
the manner of St. Peter's death, if it hadb^n 
written before the Crucifixion of that Apof- 
tie : for before that time the words were am» 
biguous. This limits the writing of this 
Gofpel to the year lxix, a year exprefsly 
fpecified by an ancient writer. Others give 
the date of it fo late as A. D. xcvii, but this 
is plainly confuted by the above arguments. 

• Ch. ▼. s« V Ch. xviii. xOi > Ch. zxi. it. 

F Accord* 
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According to eveiy computation, St* 
John is allowed to have clofed the whole 
Gofpel Hiftory, to have ratified and con- 
finned the former Gofpel, and to have efta- 
Uiihed the Evangelical Canon on the firoielt 
(7rpWl4 9nd mpft yenepiHe Aqtfaorit^f 
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OF THE 
ACTS OF THP APOSTLES.; 

THIS forms a central or intermediate 
Book to conned): the GosPEts and the 
Epistles. It is an ufeful Poft-fcript to thefor- 

^ mer, and a proper Introduftion to the latter. 
This divine Hiftory is evidently a fecond 

.j jKpart or continuation of St. Luke's Gofpel, as 
appears from the very begining of it : and 

f^ that both were written by the fame Evangelift, 
is attefted by the moft ancient Chriftian wri- 
ters. The fubfcriptions at the end of fome 
Greek MS S. and of the copies of the Syriac 
Verfion, teftify that St. Luke wrote the Ads at 
Alexandria in Egypt. 

As the narrative reaches down to the year 
of Chrift LXiii, the Acts cannot have been 
written earlier than that year; and that they 
were not written much later, may be inferred 
from the fubje<£l being continued no farther, 
which otherwife it would probably have been : 
at leaft St. Luke would have been apt to 
have given the iiTue of St. Paul's imprifon- 
ment at Kome, as what the Chriflian reader 
would have been curious to have known. 

- V F 2 CONSI- 
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Considered as a mere human ivitnefs, St» 

Luke was better able than others to draw up 

an authentic hiftory of the Apoftles, as he 

had accompanied St. Paul in fo many of hi^ 

Joumies. As he was a Phyfician by profeflion, 

he was able to form a found judgement of the 

Miracles St. Paul wrought upon the difeafed, 

and to make a credible report of them. But 

he feems not to have had the gift of healing 

himfelf ; for in Ch, xxviii. 8, 9, St. Paul, 

and not he, healed the iick. His accounts 

are generally fo full a^d circumftantial, that 

the reader is perfe£Uy enabled to examine the 

fails hinifelf, and to judge whether they were 

attended with any deception or not. 

St. Luke appears not to have intended to 
write a compleat Ecclefiaftical Hiflory of the 
whole Chriftian Church during the firft xxx 
years after Chrift's Afcenfion. For he almoft 
wholly omits what paffed among the Jews after 
the converfion of St. Paul j though th^ labours 
and fuffering^ of the other Apoftles coqld not 
but have afforded intercfting materials. 

If we txztAme the contents of this Book^ 
we Qifiy obferve two ends purfued in it. 
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ift. To give an authentic relation of the 
effuiion of the Holy Ghoft, and the firft Mi- 
racles by which the truth of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion was eftabli(hed. An authentic account 
of this was indifpenfably neceiTary, fince Chrilt 
had fo often promifed the Holy Ghoft to his 
Difciples : and if a Heathen wete to receive 
this Gofpel, he would naturally inquire, how 
it had been firft promulged at Jerufalem. 

2d, To impart thofe accounts v^hich evince 
the claim of the Gentiles to the Church of 
Chrift J a point panicujatly contefted by the 
Jews about the time of St. Luke's writing the 
AQs. St. Paul was at that very time a prifoner 
at Roche, upon the accufation of the Jews, 
who became his eiiemies for having admitted 
the Gentiles into the Church. 

HEKCEit is, that St. Lukb relates r the 
converfation of the Samaritans, and * the hif- 
tory of Cornelius, who, though he was not of 
the Circumcifion, had, in confequence of a 
divine command, been intruded in the Gofpe! 
by St. Peter himfelf, to whom St. Paul's 
opponents appealed *, For the fame reafon he 
relates, Ch« xv. what was decreed by the firft 

• ^Ch.viii. *Ch.x. xi. • Gal. ii» 6—11 • 

F 3 council 
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council at Jerufalem concerning the Levitical 
Law ; and treats mod fully of the converfion 
of St. Paul, and of his miilion and tranfadtions 
among the Gentiles. 

The ASs of the Apoftles may very pro- 
perly be divided into feven parts, viz. 
. I. The account of the firft Pentecoft after 
ChriA's death, and of the events preceding it^ 
contained in Chap. i. ii. 

II. The Acts at Jerufalem, and throughout 
Judea and Samaria, among the Chfiftians of 
the Circumcifion. Chap. iii. ix. xii. 
. ill. The A£ts in Cefarea, and the receiving 
of the Gentiles. Chap. xxi. 

iV. The firft circuit of St. Barnabas and 
St. Paul among the Gentiles* Ch. xiii. xiv. 

V^ TheEmbaffyto Rome, and thefifftCoun- 
cil at Jerufalem, wherein the Jews and Gen* 
tiles were admitted to an equality. Chap. xv. 

VI. The fecond Circuit of St, Paul* Ch. 

xvi. XIX. 

. . VII. St. Paul's third Journey to Rome. 
Ch, xix. 21— xxviii. 
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THE EPISTLES* 

TH E fum and fubflance of the Chriftiflin 
Religion is contained in the Hiftory of 
the life and death, the dofbine and difcourfes^ 

of our Lord in the Foun Gospels. The 
epMloIary writings of the Apoflles were occa« 
fional, being intended to confirm the levenil 
churches to whom they are addreiled in the 
fame Ruks of gofpel-faith aqd pradice as they 
had been before inflruded in ; and accommor^ 
dated to the difputes and controverfies, errors 
and falfe notions, that prevailed among them* 
Thje general method obfervable in thefis 
ApoftoUc Letters is, Firft, to difcufs the 
particular point debated in the Church, or 
among the Perfons, to whom they are ad- 
drdled, and which was the occafion of their 
being written : and in the next place to ^ve 
fucb exhortations to every Chriftian duty and 
virtue as would be at all times, and in every 
church, of nectary and abfolute importance ; 
paying a particular regard to thofe virtues, 
wbi^h tl)e difpMtes that occafiooed the Epiftle 

F 4 niight 
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might tempt them to-negIe£l. Now the for* 
mer part of thefe epiftolary writings cannot be 
rightly underAood^ but by attendiBg carefully 
to the Hate of the queilion there determined. 
Therefore the errors and vain dlfputes, con* 
ceming Faith and Works, Juftification and 
3an£tification, Ele<%on and Reprobation, &c. 
which have fo long vexed and diftra£led the 
minds of Chriftians, have all arifen from one 
grand miftake, of applying to themfelves or 
other particular perfons now, certain phrafes or 
paffagcs which plainly referred to the then 
ilate and condition, not of particular perfons, 
but of whole churches whether Jewifli or 
Gentile of thofe times. Perplexed and puzzled 
with thefe knotty points, many well-meaning 
Chriftians have been drawn afide from paying 
a due regard to thofe moral and weighty exhor- 
tations, which are moft cafy to be underftood 
and of infinite obligation to be put in pradice^ 
Of the Epiftles, xiv are by St. Paul, which 
are not placed according to the order of time 
in which they were written ; but according to 
the precedence or fuppofed rank of the churches 
and perfons to whom they are addreflW : it will 
be proper therefore t6 exhibit here their Chrono* 
logical order according to two eminent Critics. 

>» Vide Pylc. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 

Of the Epistles, &c. according to Mr, 
MiCHAELiS) andibme others. 



EnsTLE to, orby. 



Places wliere written. A. D. 



I Peter 


Jerusalem 


49 


Galatians 


Thessalonica 


sx 


I Thbssalonians 


Corinth 


s» 


2 Xhessalonians 


Corinth 


5» 


X Corinthians 


Ephesus 


57 


2 Corinthians 


Macedonia 


58 


1 Timothy 
Komans 




5^ 

End of 5g 


Corinth 


James 


uncertain 


6i 


Philemon 


« 




colossians 
Efhesians 1 


Rome 


63 


Philippians J 






Hebrews 


Rome 


«3 


TITUS 


NiCOEOLIS 


uncertain 


« Peter 


uncertain 


«7 


Jude 


uncertain 


uncertain 


a Timothy 


Rome 


<7 


3 Epistles OP 

John 
Revelations 


uncertain 
Patmos 


70 

. 54 
9« 
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A TABLE of St. PAUL'S EPISTLES, 

' With the Places where, and Times when 
written, according to Dr. La&dner. 



Epiftlet. 



Places. 



$ Thessalonians Corinth 
« tuessalonians corinth 

CCORINTHy 



Galatians 

1 Corinthians 
z Timothy 

Titus 

a Corinthians 

Romans 

Bphesians 

2 Timothy 
Philippians 
colossians 
Philemon 

Hebrews 



2or£PHEsUs> 
Ephesus 
Macedonia 

C Macedonia, 

I or near it 
Macedonia 

CORJNTH 

Rome 

Rome 

Rome 

Rome 

Rome 
C Rome, or 
\ Italy, 



} 



A. D. 

5* 

. 5* 
near the end of 52 

or beg. of 53 

the beg. of 53 

56 

bef. the End of 56 

about Oftober $7 

about Feb. 5S 

about April 61 

about May 61 

bef. the end of 62 

bef. the end of 6% 

bef. the end of Cz 

in Spring of 63 
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A Table of fhe CATHOLIC 

E PISTLES and.the REVELATION 

according to Dr. Lardner 

Epiftle. PUce. A- D. 

f X ^' 

James -JJudea ]^ of beg. of 6» 

The two 1 

Epiftlesof Irojie g. 

Peter J 

I JoHK Ephesus about 8o 

JuDE V unknown 640165 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
ROMANS. 

THIS celebrated Epifile was written by 
St. Paul from Corinth, when he wai 
fctting out for Jerufalem with the fupplies 
which had been colleded in Macedonia, an<i 
at Corinth ; that is, according to fome Cri* 
ticsc, in the beginning, or, according to 
others, towards the end of the year lviii ^ 
which was the 4th of the emperor Nero. 

The Chriftian Church at Rome appears 
not to have been planted by any apoftle ; 
wherefore St. Paul, left it (hould be corrupted 
by the Jews, who then fwarmed in Rome, and 
of whom many were converted to Chriftiani- 
ty, fends them an abftradl of the principal 
truths of the Gofpel, and endeavours to guard 
them againft thofe erroneous notions, which 
the Jews had of Juftification, and of the 
Elefiion of their own nation. 

' • .So Dr. Lardner, who thinks St. Paul came to Co- 
rinth in November, A. D. 57 ; and wrote this Epif- 
tle in February .following. The other opinion is 
thatofMicbaelis. Vid, Rom. xr. ^5—27. 

Now 
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Now the Jews affigncd three grounds for 
Juftification. Firft, " The extraordinary piety 
and merits of their anceftors, and the covenant 
made by God with thefe holy men/* They 
thought God could not hate the children of 
fuch meritorious parents : and as he had made 
a covenant with the Patriarchs to blefs their 
pofterity, he was obliged thereby to pardoa 
their fins. Secondly. ** A perfeS knowledge 
and diligent ftudy of the Law of Mofes/* 
They made this a plea for the remifiion of all 
their fins and vices. Thirdly, '* The works 
of the Levitical Law," which were to ex^ 
piate fin, efpecially circumcifion and facri* 
fices. Hence they inferred that the Gentiles 
Qiuft receive the whole law of Mofes in order 
^p be j unified and faved. 

The Jews dofh-ine concerning elefilon, 
was, *' That as God had promifed to Abra- 
ham to blefs his feed, to ^ve him not only 
fpiritual blefiing, but alfo the Land of Ca-^ 
naan, to fuffer him to dwell there in profpe- 
rity, and to confider him as his church upon 
earth :'* That therefore this bleffing extended 
to their yfbok nation, a^d thut God vyat 

bbuQ4 
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feound to ,fiilfil thefe promifes to them, whe- 
ther they were righteous or wicked, faithful 
or unbelieving. They even believed that a 
prophet ought not to pronounce againft their 
nation the prophecies with which he was in- 
fpired ; but was rather to beg of God to ex- 
punge his name out of the book of the 
Living, 

These previous remarks will ferve as a key 
to unlock this difficult Epiftle, of which we 
(hall now give a (hort Analyfis^^. 

!• The Epiftle begins with the ufual falu- 
tation, with wliich the Greeks began their 
Letters *• 

2. St. Paul profefles his joy at theflouri(h- 
ing (late of the Church at Rome, and his de- 
iire to come and preach the Gofpel f . Then 
^ infenfiUy introduces the capital point he 

.intended to prove, vie. 

3. The fubje£^ of the Goijpel ^, that it 
feveals a righteoufnefs unknown before, whicJi 
is derived foldy from Faith, and to which Jews 
and Gentiles have an equal claim* 

* Sw Michaclis. * Chap. i. 1—7. 

' Vcr. S«-z9, t Vcr. 16, 17. 
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4. In order to prove this, he fliews * that 
both Jews and Gentiles are ** under fin," i. c. 
that God will impute their fins to Jews as 
well as Gentiles* 

His argunients n^ay be reduced to thefe 
lyllogifms*. "The wrath of God is revealed 
** againft thofe, who hold the truth in un- 
** righteoufnefs ; i. e. who acknowledge the 
** truth, and yet fin againft it. 

** The Gentiles acknowledged truths j but, 
^* partly by their Idolatry, and partly by their 
^* other deteftable vices, they finned againft 
^* the truth they acknowledged, 

** Therefore the wrath of God is revealed 
^* againft the Gentiles, and puniflieth them. 

*' Th£ Jews have acknowledged more truths^ 
?* than the Gentiles, and yet they fin, 

** Consequently the Jewifli finners are 
*' yet more expofed to the wrath of God K** 

Having thus proved his point, he anfwer^ 
certain Objedions to it. 

Objection I. •* The Jews were welj 
^* grounded in their knowledge, and fludied 

> Ch. i. 18. — iii. ao, t Ch. ii. i. 17— 14., 

U Ch. ii. I— 12» 

^<th« 
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♦* the law/' He anfwers, if the knowledge 
of the law, without obferving it, could jufHfy 
them, then God could not have condemned 
the Gentiles, who knew the law by nature ^ 

Objection IL •* The Jews were circum- 
dfed/' Answer. That is, ye are admitted 
by an outward fign into the Covenant with 
God. This fign will not avail yoa when ye 
violate that Covenant ■. 

Objection HI. " According to this doc- 
^' trine of St. Paul, the Jews have no advan- 
*« tage before others." AnsWek. Yes, they 
ftill have advantages ; for unto them are com- 
aiitted the oracles of God. But their privileges 
do not extend to this, that God fliould over<« 
look their (ins, which, on the contrary, Scrip- 
ture condemns even in the Jews ". 

Objection IV. *• They had the Levitical 
** Law and Sacrifices." Answer. From 
hence is no remiiCon, but only the knowledge 
offin*. 

5. From all this St. Paul concludes, 
that Jews and Gentiles may be juftified by 

* Ch. ii. xj— x6. , » Ch. ii. S5— Cltd* 

i^ Cht iiit I— ^X9* * Ch. iii. so, 

the 
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the fame means, namely, without the Levi^ 
tical Law, through faith in Chrift : And in 
oppofition to the imaginary advantages of the 
Jews, he ftates the declaration of Zechariah, 
that God is the God as well of the Gentiles, 
as the Jews p. 

6. As the whole bleffing was promifed to 
the faithful defcendants of Abraham, whom 
both Scripture and the Jews call his Chil- 
dren, he proves his former aflcrtion from 
the example of Abraham ; who was an Ido- 
later before his call, but was declared juft* 
by God, on account of his faith, long before 
his circumciiion. Hence he takes occafion to 
explain the nature and fruits of faiths. 

7. He goes on to prove from God's juftice 
that the Jews had no advantages over the 
Gentiles, with refpeft to Juflification. Both 
Jews and Gentiles had forfeited life and im- 
mortality, by the means of one common fa- 
ther of their race, whom they themfelves had 
not chofen. Now as God was willing to re- 
ftore immortality by a new fpiritual head of a 
covenant, viz. Chrift, it was juft that both 

P Ch. iii. 21 — end. 
^ Ch, iv. I. — V. II. 

G Jews 
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Jews and Gentiles (houM ihare in this ne^ 
reprefentative of the whole race'. — — — 
Chap. V. vcr. 15, i6» amount to this na- 
tive queftion, " Is it not fitting that the free 
*^ gift (hould extend as far as the ofFence V 

8. He (hews that the do£lrine of Juftifi^ 
cation, as ftated by him, lays us under the 
ftrongeft obligations of holinefs *• 

9. He (hews, that the Law of Mofes no 
longer -concerns us at all ; for our jufti(ication 
arifes from our appearing in God's (ight, as if 
adlually dead with Chrift, on account of our 
fins ; but the Law of Mofes was not given to 
the dead. On this occafion he proves at 
large, that the eternal power of God over us 
is not zSeSttd by this, and that whilft we are 
under the Law of Mofes we perpetually be- 
come fubjedi to death, even by fins of inad- 
vertency t. 

10. Hence be concludes, that all thofe, 
and thofe only, who are united with Chrift, 
and for the fake of his union do not live ac- 
cording to the fle(h, are free from all con- 

' Ch. V. i2~end. 

• Ch. vi. 1— end. 

* Ch. vii. X— end. 

demnation 
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deinnation of the Law, and have an uhdoubt^ 
ed (hare in eternal Life ". 

XI. HAvmo defcribed their bleflednefi, 
he is aware, that the Jews, who expe&ed a 
temporal happinefs, (hould obje£k to him^ 
that Chriftians notwithflanding endufe much 
fufTering In this world* He anfwers this ob-* 
jefidon at large ^« 

12. Hs ihews that God is not the lefs tnic 
and £iithful, becaufe he doth not jufiify, but 
ffatfier rejeds and puniflies thofe Jews who 
woidd not believe the Meffiah *. In difcuffing 
tills point we may obfave the cautious man* 
ner in which, on account of the Jewifli pre- 
judices, he introduces it ^, as well as in the 
dilcuffion itfetf. 

He fhews that the promiies of God were 
never made to aU the pofterity of Abraham ; 
and that God always rc&rved to himfelf the 
power of chufing tho& fons of Abraham, whoqa 
for Abraham's fake he intended to blefs, and 
of punifhing the wicked Tons of Abraham $ 
and that with refped to temforai happinefs 
or mifery, he was not even determined in his 

H Ch, viii. 1— 17. ^ Ch. viii. x8— end. 

» qb. ix. X. xi. r Ch. jx. 1—5. 
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choice by their works. Thus he rgefied I(h^ 
mael, Efau, the Ifraelites in the defart in the 
time of Mofes, and the greater part of that 
people in the time of Ifaiah, making them a 
facrifice to his juftice'. 

He then proceeds to (hew that God Iiad 
reafon to rejedt moft of the Jews then living, 
becaufe they would not believe in the Meffiah, 
though the Gofpd had been preached to them 
plainly enough '• However, that God had not 
rejeded all his people^ but was dill fulfilling 
his promife upon many thoufand natural de« 
fcendants of Abraham^ who believed in the 
Meffiah ; and would in a future period fulfil 
them upon oKire ; for that all Ifrael would be 
converted **. And he concludes with admiring 
the wife counfels of God «• 

13. From the Dodrine hitherto laid down, 
and prticularly firom this, that God has 
in mercy accepted the Gentiles ; he argues, 
that the Romans (hould confecrate and offer 
themfelves up wholly to God. This leads him 
to mention in particular fome Chriftian du- 
ties ^, via, 

» Ch. ix. 6 — 29. « Ch. ix. 30 — x. end 

* Ch. xi. i—jz. « Vcr. 33— end* 



* Ch. xii. 
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14. He exhorts them to be fubje6l to ma- 
g^ib^ates ^ ; the Jews at that time being given 
to fedition. 

15. To love one another heartily ^ And, 

16. To abftain from thofe vices, which 
were confidered as things indifferent among 
the Gentiles^. 

17. He exhorts the Jews and Gentiles In 
the Chriftian Church to brotherly unity >». 

18. He concludes his Epiffle with an ex- 
cufe for having ventured to admonifh the Ro- 
mans, whom he had not converted ; with an 
account of his journey to Jerufalem; and 
with fome falutations to thofe perfons whom 
he meant to recommend' to the Church at 
Rome K 

« Ch. xiii. 1— 7^ ' Vcr »— 10. 

« Ver. II— end, * Ch. xiv. 1— xv. 13. 

* Vide Michaelis. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
CORINTHIANS. 

CORINTH was a wealthy and luxuri- 
ous city, fituated in Acbaia, upon the 
lilhmus or neck of land which joins Morea to 
the reft of Greece. Near it were celebrated 
thofe Idhmian games to which St. Paul al- 
ludes in this Epidle. In this city St. Paul had 
fpent two years, planting a ChriAian church, 
which confided, like mod of the others, of a 
mixture of JewiOi and Chriflian converts. 
But having been abfent from them about thre« 
years, they were over-run with great difor- 
ders, and fplit into various feds and fa6tions. 
This occafioned the following Epiille, 
which was written by St. Paul, juft before 
his departure from Ephefus^, about Eafler' 

fc Afts XX. 31. 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 9, 

1 So Michaelis infers from Ch. v. 7, 8. "Ye ait 
unleavened," which he interprets, ** Ye are now keep- 
ing the feaft of unleavened bread." 

Dr. Lardncr dates this Epiftle a year fooncr. 

in 
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in the year of Chrift lvii, in the third of the 
emperor Nero. It was intended, partly to 
correct fome Corruptions and Abufes among 
the Corinthians, and partly to anfwer certain 
Queries they had propofed to him. 

In his Introduction "*, he expreiles his fa* 
tisfacbion at all the good he knew of them, 
particularly at their having the gift of the Holy 
Ghoft for the confirmation of the Gofpel. 

And firft, he corrects their corruptions and 
abufes. 

1. He rebukes the Sectaries among them, 
and defends himfelf againft one or more falfe 
teachers, who had alienated moll of the Co- 
rinthians from him "• 

2. He confiders the cafe of a notorious of-^ 
fender, who had married his father's wife, i. e. 
his own ftep-mother : orders them to excom- 
municate this perfon, and to acknowledge no 
public fornicator as a brother *. 

3. He reproves them for their covetous 
and litigious temper, which caufed them to . 



■* Ch. i. 1—9. 

^ Ch. i. 10 — iv. end. 

° Ch. V. I ^. 
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profecute their ChriAian brethren before hea- 
then courts of Judicature p. 

4. He cautions them againft fornication, 
a vice to which they had been extremely ad- 
di£led before they were converted, and which 
fome of them ftill reckoned among the things 
indifferent, or which might be pradifed or let 
alone without breach of morality 9. 

In the NEXT place he anfwers certain 
Queries they had propofed. 

And, I. He determines fome queftions re- 
lating to the marriage-ftate'. 

'J., He inftruSs them how to aft with rc- 
fped to Idol-offerings «. It could not be un- 
lawful in itfelf to eat the meat which had 
been offered to Idols; for the confecration 
of fle(h or wine to an Idol did not make it 
the property of the Idol, an Idol being no* 
thing, and therefore incapable of property ^ 
But fome Corinthians thought it lawful to go 
to a feaft in the Idol-temples, which at the 

P Ch. vi. I — 9. 

5 Ch. vi. 10 — end. 

J" Ch. vil. J —end. 

» Ch. viii. I — xi. i. 

t Ch. X. 25—30. ' 

fame 
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fame time were places of refort for lewdnefs ; 
and to eat the facriiices whilft praifes were 
funig to the Idol". This was publickly 
joining in the Idolatry. — ^He even advifes to 
abftain from fuch participation as was law- 
ful, rather than give offence to a weak 
brother : which he inforces by his own ex- 
ample, who had abdained from many lawful 
things, rather than create offence to the 
GofpeL 

3. He anfwers a third query, concerning 
the manner in which women fhould deliver 
any thing in public, when called to it by a 
divine impulfe^. And here he cenfures the 
unufual drefs of both fexes in prophecying, 
which expofed them to the contempt of the 
Greeks, among whom the men ufually went 
uncovered, and the women veiled. 

He alfo takes occafion here to cenfure the 
irregularities committed at their love-feafts, 
&c. and in the exercife of the extraordinary 
gjfts of the Holy Ghoft, &c.« 

** Ch. viii. 10. X. 20 — ai. 
^ Ch. xi. »— 17. ver. 18—34. 
* Ch. xu* xm. XIV. 

4. Ht 
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4. He a0ert^ the RefiirreElion oi the dead ; 
which fome ampng the Corintfamos doubted, 
and others deoied f . 

Hb dicn concludes with (bme ^iveSAaoB to 
the Corinthian Chiarch coocerning the izmw 
ner of coUe£ling alms ; promifc^ them a vifit ; 
and falute$ focne of the members '• ' 

y Ch. XV. 

« Ch. xvi. Vid. Micfaaelis. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE CORINTHIANS. 

ST. Paul's firft Epiftle had wrought dif- 
ferent efFeds among the Corinthians : 
Many of them entered into themfelvcs ; they 
excommunicated the inceftuous man ; requeft- 
ed St. Paul's return with tears, and vindicated 
him and his office againft the falfe teacher and 
his adherents. Others of them Ml adhered 
to that adverfary of St. Paul, exprefsly de- 
nied his Apoftolical Office, and even furnifhed 
themfelves with pretended arguments from 
that Epiftle. He had formerly promifed to 
take a journey from Ephefus to Corinth, 
thence to vifit the Macedonians, and return 
from them to Corinth ^. But the unhappy 
date of the Corinthian Church, made him al- 
ter his intention^, fince he found he muft 
have treated them with feverity. Hence his 

• t Cor. i. 15, i^. 

* Ver. 23. 

adverfaries 
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adverfaries partly argued, ift. That St. Paul 
was irrefolute and undeady; atid therefore 
could not be a prophet. 2dly, The improbabi* 
lity of his ever coming to Corinth again, iince 
he was afraid of them. 

Such was the fiate of the Corinthian 
Church when St. Paul, after his departure 
from Ephefus, having vifited Macedonia c, re- 
ceived an account of the above particulars from 
Titus ^, and therefore wrote them his fecond 
Epiftle about the end of the fame year^, or 
the beginning of lviii. 

The Contents of this Epiftle are thefe. 

1. He gives the Corinthians an account 
of his fufFerings to that tirhe, and of the com- 
fort he derived from meditating on the Refur- 
reftion *". 

2. He vindicates himfelf againft thofe 
who would not coniider him as a true apollie 
becaufe he had altered his refolutions '• 

c Aftftxx. I. 

^ % Cor. vii. 5^ 6. 

« So Dr. Lardner, who dates it from Macedonia 
about Sept. or 0&.. Lvii. 
f Ch. J. I — II. 
s Ch. i. 12 — ii.4* 

3' H« 
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3. He forgives the inceftuous man^; and 
tdls the Corinthians how much he longed for 
their amendment ^ 

4. He treats of the office committed to 
him of preaching the Redemption ; and highly 
prefers it to preaching the Law; to which 
probably his adverfaries had made great pre- 
tences. They had ridiculed his fufferings ; 
which he fhews to be no difgrace to the Gof- 
pel or its minifters ; and here he gives a (hort 
abftrad of the do£trine he preaches ^. 

5. He fliews it to be his office, not only 
to preach the Redemption by Chrift, but to 
inculcate certain duties, and particularly that 
of flying from Idolatry (an oblique cenfure 
of thofe who attended the Idol-feads^) 

6. He endeavours once more to win their 
confidence, by telling them how affis<5tionately 
he was difpofed towards them, and rejoiced 
at their amendment q^. 

7. He exhorts them to a liberal coUedion 
for the Chriilians in Judea ". 

^ Ch. ii. 5 — II. i Ver. xi, 13. 

^ Ch. ii. 14— V. end. ' Ch. ri. 

» Ch. vii. J— 16. 
» Ch. viii. 1— ix. 15. 

8. Hb 
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8. Hs vindicates tHmrdf again(t thofe who 
thought ^im defident in the evidences of his 
Apoftlefhip, and imputed his cauticm, when 
at Corinth, to his confciournefs of not being a 
true Apoftk®. 

• Ch, X. to the end. Vide MichaelU. 
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THE EPISTLB TO THE 
GAL ATI ANS. 

TH £ Galatiaks w«re defcended from 
thofe Gauls, who had formerly invaded 
Greece, and afterwards fettled in Lower Afia. 
St. Pavi had preached theGofpel among them 
in the year ii, foon after the council held at 
Jerufalem '. Aiia fwarmed at that time with 
sealots for the law of Mofes, who wanted to 
impofe it ilDon tlie Gentiles ?. Soon after St* 
Paul had left the Galatians, thefe falfe-teach- 
ers had got among them, and wanted them 
to be circumcifed, &c. This occafioned the 
following Einftle, which an eminent critic'^ 
tiiinks was written in the fame year, before St. 
Paul left Thcflalonica 5 though others • date it 
about the end of the year lii, or in the very 
beginning of liii, before St. Paul fet out to 
go to Jerufalem by way of Ephefue. 

P A6l8 xvi. 6. 

^ Aft8 XV. I . 

' Michaelis. 

• Dr. Lardner> Sec, 

The 
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The fubjed of this Epiftle is much the 
fame with that of the Epiftle to the Romans ; 
only this queftion is more particularly confi- 
dered here, '* Whether Circumcifion, and the 
*' full obfervance of the Levitical Law, were 
'* neceilary to the falvation of a Chriftian con^ 
" vert." 

It feems, thefe Judaizing Chrifiians, whofe 
indireft views St. Paul expofes% at firft only 
laboured to reprefent Circumcifion as neceffary 
to falvation, without obliging the Gentiles to 
obferve the whole Levitical Law " ; yet they 
infifted upon the Chriftians receiving the 
Jewifli feftivals and fabbatical years «^. 

Their principal Arguments were, 
I. " That the Apoftles at Jerufalem, St. 
Peter in particular, and the whole Church at 
Jerufalem, confidered Circumcifion as necef- 
fary ; that St* Paul was only a deputy from 
that church, and his doSrine only to be re- 
garded fo far as it agreed with that of the 
church of Jerufalem." This obliged St. 
Paul to declare, not only that the Apoftles at 

t Gh. vi. 12, 13. 
' u A£ls XV. i. Gal. v. 3. 9. 
w Ch. iv. 10. 

I Jerufalem 
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Jerufalem perfefily concuited with hjm, but 
alfo that he was an immediate Apofile of 
Chrift, 

2. " That St. Paul himfelf had changed 
his opinion, and now preached up the Leviti. 
cal Law »." They urged perhaps that he had 
caufed Timothy to be circumcifed juft before 
he came to them y. 

3. " That all the promifes of God were 
made to the fons of Abraham 1 and that who- 
ever would partake of Abraham's blefling, 
muft, like him, be circumcifed." This objec- 
tion he fully anfwers «. 

4. •* That Ifaiah foretold an approach- 
ing converfion of the Heathens, and promifed 
children from among them to Sion, or Jerufa- 
lem ; and therefore,, if the Gentiles defired to 
be. children of the church of Jerufalem, they 
ought to conform to the rites of that church.'* 
In anfwer to this the Apoftle (hews, that thefe 
children were not promifed to the Jewifh, but . 
to the ancient or Jebufite Jerufalem*. 

3t Gal. i. 8. 10. V. II. T A6i$ xvi. 3. Gal. il, 3* 
» Gal. Hi. 7. iv. 18. 

a Ch. iv. 19. — 31 Theword3ver.25/'SIiiaii8amount 
in Arabia, "" are thought to beaglofs crept into the text* 

H St. 
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St. Paid freqoendy direi9s Chriftians to 
bear wicfa tbe weaknefs cf tfaofe Jewifli Con- 
verts who obferved the Levitical Law ^« But 
the Galatiaa Church confifted of Gentiles ; 
Tod the whole import of this EpifUe is, that 
Ihey (hould not be circomcifed. 

In the two laft chapters are fome pra^cal 
exhortations, defigned chiefly againft the ani- 
mofities and partialities which thcfe diTputes 
had bred among them« 

* Rom. XIV. A£ls xxi. 23. 24. 26. 
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THE EPISt^Lfi TO THE 
EPHESIANS. 

EP H E S U S was the chief city of all Afia 
on this fide Mount Taurus. St. Paul 
had paired through it in the year liv> but 
without making any Aay^. The following 
year he returned ro Ephefus again, and (layed 
there three years <>. During his abode there, 
he compleated a very flourifhing church of 
Chriftians ; the firft foundations of which had 
been laid by fome inferior teachers. As Ephefus 
was frequented by perfons of diftinftion from 
all parts of Afia- minor, St. Paul took the 
Opportunity of preaching in the ancient coun- 
tries * J and the other churches of Afia were 
confidered as the daughters of the church of 
Ephefus ; fo that an Epiftle to the Ephefians 
was, in cfFed, an Epifile to the other churches 
of Afia at the fame time. 

In the year lxi, St Paul was carried pri- 
foner to Rome for the firft time; and during 

A&« xviii. x9--.11. < Ch. xix. • Ver. 10. 

H a hi3 
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bis confinement there, \vhich was not very 
dofe ^y he wrote the Epiftles to Philemon, 
the CoLossiANS, the Ephesians, and Phi- 

tlPPlANS. 

Hence allthefe Epiftles bear fo great a re- 
femblance in their ftyle and manner. Of tbefe 
four, a learned writer* thinks the Epiftle to 
the Ephesians was firft written by the Apof- 
tle in the fpring A. D. lxi, as foon as con- 
veniently coiild be, after his friends at Rome 
had taken a lodging for him, and he was fet- 
tled in it. 

. This Eplftle was intended to eftablifli the 
Ephesians iil the faith } and to this end to 
give them more exalted views of the love of 
God, and of the excellence and dignity of 
Chrift; To (hew them they were faved by 
grace, and that the Gentiles (however wretched 
they had been once) had now equal privileges 
with the Jews ; To encourage them, by de- 
claring with what fteadinefs he (St. Paul) fuf- 
fered for the truth, and with what earneftnefs 
he prayed for their eftabli(hment and perfe- 
verance in it ^ And finally to engage them to 

^ AAs xxviii. 3iy 32. C Dr. Lardner. 

the 
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the pradtice of thofe duties, which became 
them as Chriftians^* 

The city of Ephesus was diftinguiihed by 
peculiar vices and iins, which are alluded to 
in this Epiftle, and in thofe to Timothy. 

1. It was the genuine feat of the idola* 
trous worfhip of Diana, who was called 
XnTEiPA, or the Saviour Goddefs : in oppo- 
fition to which St. Paul calls the true Deity 
MTHP, or the Saviour Qod, in his epiftle to 
Timothy K 

2. The Ephefians were remarkable for the 
pra£Uce of fuperftitious arts k. 

3. They were vain in their drefs '. 

4. They were remarkable forlewdnefs and 
drunkennefs, and gloried in obfcenitv of lan- 
guage ■. 

An eminent Critic" thinks the Chriftians of 
Ephefus were alfo tainted with the errors of 
the Eflenes ; an account of which the Reader 
will find below, in the Introduction tp the 

FIRST EpJ^STLE tO TlMOTHY, 

^ Vid. Doddertdge. 1 i Tim. i. i. ii. 3. 

k Afts xix. 18, 19. * See t Tim. ii. 9, 10. 

« Eph. ch. V. 

*M.Mickaelli. SeehisLeauret ontheNewTeftai^ent, 
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. THE EPISTLE TO THE 
fHILIPPIANS. 

PHILIPPI was a city of no great 
extent^ in Macedonia, near the borders 
of Thrace. The Chriftian religion was firft 
planted there about the year li, by St. Paul % 
who left St. Luke and Timothy to carry on 
the work. He afterwards paid them a fecond 
vifit P, and it is probable faw them afterwards 
a thifd time. 

This EpiAle was fent at the fame time 
with the preceeding, vi^. A. D. lxji or lxiii. 
The defign of it feems to be, to comfort 
the Philippians under the concern they had 
exprefied for his imprifonment at Rome ; Tp 
check a party fpirit that had crept in among 
them I and to promote on the contrary ^n 
intire union aqd harmony of afiedHon; Tp 
guard them againft being feduced from the 

^ A^ xvi* f Alls zxi. 6. 

purity 
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purity of the Chriftian faith by judaizing 
teachers ; To fupport them under the trials 
with which they ftruggled ; And, above all, 
to infpire tlxem with a concern to adorn, their 
holy profeflion by the moft eminent attain- 
ments in the divine life 9. 

1 Vide Dodderidge. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
COLOSSIANS. 

m 

CO L O S S E (or, as it was antientl/ 
written, Colafl^) was a confiderable city 
of Phrygia in Afiar-minpr. St Paul himfcJf 
had not been at thjs city when he wrote this 
Epiftle', through he had fpme years before 
travelled through Phrygia. However, Epa» 
phras had founded a Chriftian Church at 
Colofle, and probably in the neighbouring 
cities of Laodicea and Hierapolis '. It is pro^ 
bable that fome Coloflians, who had heard 
St. Paul preach at Ephefus % might be con- 
verted by him ; and among them Philemok, 
to whom St, Paul addreflf^d his Epiflle fo 
|ntiti|led. 

Now the Chqrches of Colofle, Laodicea, and 
Hierapolis, were expofed to more imminent 

' Col. 11. I. 9 Col, t. 7. IT* iXf 13* 

< AAs xix. lo. 

danger 
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danger of being fedaced by falfe teachers^ 
as they had not received the Gofpel imme* 
diately from an Apoitle^ but from Epaphras ; 
and as they might queAion, whether Epa* 
phras did not err in fome refpefts : this oc- 
caiioned St. Paul's anxiety for them% and 
induced him to confirm the Doilrine of Epa- 
phras by this Epiftle^, which was written 
from Rome about the fame time with the 
preceding, A. D. lxij or lxiii. A learned 
writer* thinks this and the Epiftle to Phi- 
lemon were fent away together by Tychicus 
and Onefimus, although that to Philemon 
was probably firft delivered. 

The more immediate occafion of writing 
to the ColoiTians, was an Epiftle St. Paul 
had received from the Laodiceansx, which 
an eminent Critic » thinks contained fome 
written queries relating to the dodrines of 
the EiTenes, and this Epiftle was intended 
to anfwer them. What thofe DoArines were, 

« Col. ii. I. 

^ Col. i. 7. iv. 12, 13. 

« Gardner. See alfo Michaells. 

f Ch, iy. |6| « Michaeljs. 

(ee 
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fee in the IntrodtuStion to the first £f istle 
TO Timothy. 

This Epiftle to the Coloffians is fo like dnt 
to the- Ephefians, both in language and conr 
tents, that the one will greatly iUufirate the 
other. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE 
THESSALONIANS. 

TIJESSAI^ONICA was in St. Paul's 
time the capital of Macedonia. St. 
Paujl hgd preached the Gofpel there in the 
ye^ir |.i « : fome few among the Jew^ received 
the Gofpel ; but a great muHutude of thofe 
Heath^$, who confeiJed one only true God *», 
became converts to Cbrift. Hence the ifiajo<- 
rity of the Church coniifted of native Hea- 
thens, who had formerly been Idolaters <^. 
The JewS} ever jealous of the admiffion of 
the Gentiles to the fame privileges with them-; 
felves, raifed fuch a difturhance, that St. Paul, 
with Silas, was obliged fuddenly to withdraw : 
they even [wrfued him to Berea. He left 
Silas and Timothy there, and fled to Athens, 
ordering them to follow him^*. Timothy 

a Afts xvii. 

• I Thcff, i. 9. 

* AdU «vii. 14., 15. 

dii 
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did not long continue there with St. Paul, 
but was fent back to Theflalonica^, and, 
when he returned, found St. Paul at Corinth ; 
where he refided a year and half^ ; and in 
the former part of that time this Epiftle was 
probably written, viz. about A. D. tii. 

With regard to the ftate of the Church of 
Theflalonica, the knowledge of which is rc- 
quifite to underftand thefe two Epiftle$, 

1. It confided chiefly of Gentiles, and of 
fome Jewifh members. It is probable that 
the Teachers mentioned in the fifth Chapter' 
were converts from Judaifm ; at leaft, fuch 
Greeks as had before been profelytes to the 
Jewifli religion. 

2. This Church, being ftill in its infancy, 
and oppreiTed by the powerful Jews, required 
to be eAabliihed in the faith. St. Paul there* 
fore in the three firft Chapters endeavours 
to convince the Theflalonians of the truth 
and divinity of his Gofpel, both by the mira- 
culous gifts of the Holy Ghoft, which had 

« I Their, ill. i, a. 

f St. Paul came there before the end of the year 5X1 
and (laid till the beginning of 53. Lardner* 
• Vcr. 12. 
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been imparted ; and by his own condud when 
among them. 

3. An error prevailed with refpeft to the 
do^ine of the laft Judgement. The Thef- 
falonians, like moft of the primitive Chrifti- 
ans, thought the day of Judgement would hap- 
pen in their time. They imagined thofe, who 
lived to fee it take place, would have great 
advantage over the deceafed faithful ; which 
vras probably to confift on their entering im- 
mediately on the Millennium. This error he 
combats in the fourth Chapter. 

4. Some of this Church who refufed to 
fubje£l themfelves to the teachers, had at the 
fame time given themfelves up to diforder ; 
and they feem to have carried on this unruli- 
nefs, under a pretence of teaching or edify- 
ing others : On this account the Apoftle 
gives the admonitions in the fifth Chapter ^. 

* Ver. X I— 14. 
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THE SECOtq'D fiPlStLfi t(J THE 
THfcSSALONIANS. 

THE Second Efiftle to fJM Tfae&Ionians 
was fent from Corinth foon After the 
firft, viz. A. D. Lii. St. Paul found the 
TheiTalonians ftill confidered the day of Judg- 
ment as at hand, and that the diforders before 
reproved were Aill carried on atnonig tbem. 
He therefore in this fecond Epiftle (hews that 
the laft day was dill diflant, from fome prophe- 
cies not yet fulfiiled ; and gives them more 
particular diredions how to condud them- 
felves towards thofe diforderly perfons. 

M. Mi^haelis thinks that 2 TbeflT. if. 2. 
refers to fome Epiftlcs forged in St. Paul's 
name to propagate the above error ; and to 
certain calculations and falfe .prophecies ap- 
plied to the fame purpofe. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO 

TIMOTHY. 

WE h«ve an account of Timothy in the 
Ads of the Apoftles^, and in other 
parts of the New Teftament ^, from which he 
appears to have been a youth of moft excel* 
lent qualities, and almoft conftantly the 
companion of St. Paul. 

This Firft Epiftle to him is by fomc da- 
ted, A. D. Lxv, but by others on better 
grounds! about A. D. lvi, or lviii, at the 
time of St. Paul's Journey into Macedonia "*. 
This Apoflle being obliged to retire from 
iKpHEstJs earlier than he intended, on accpunt 

* A61S XV!. I — 3, 

* 2 Tim. i. 5. Aft. xhr. a Tim. Hi. 10, 11. 1 Tim* 
iv. 14. % Tim. i. 6. 1 Tim. 4, 12. Heb. xiii. 23. 
Vid. alfo the addrefs to 2 Cor. Philipp. ColoC i axvd 
2 Their. Philera. 

J See Michaelis, Lardner. The place where thii 
Epiftle was written is not certainly agreed ; though it 
is likely St. Paul was either in Macedonia^ or near it. 

in A£U XX. X. 

of 
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of the infurreftion raifed by Demetrius % left 
Timothy behind him, to reftore perfed order 
in the Church, to fill the Ecclefiaftical Offices, 
and to withftand Falfe Teachers. 

As fome of the Ephefians would not obey 
him, and others attempted to force themfelves 
upon him as Bifhops and Minifters^ St. Paul 
wrote this Epiftie, which he might lay be- 
fore them as his commiflion : So that it is ra- 
ther to the Ephesians than to Timothy®. 

An eminent Critic p thinks this firft Epif- 
tle to Timothy, and thofe to the Ephe- 
sians and CoLOssiANS, were leveled againft 
certain errors prevalent among them, which 
the EssENEs (a Jewifhfefl) had borrowed from 
oriental Philofophers : They held, i. That 
God was furrounded by Demons or Angels, 
who were mediators with God, and therefore 
to be worfliiped. 2. That the foul is defiled 
by. the body ; that all bodily enjoyments hurt 
the foul ; which they believed to be immortal, 
though they feem to have denied the refurred^ioh 
of the body, as it would only render the foul 

« Afts xixi 

• See 1 Tim. i. 3. 18. ir. 6. xa, 13. v. 13. 

p M. Michaelis. 

7 fioful 
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finful by being reunited to it. 3. That there 
was a great myftery in numbers, particularly 
in the number Seven; they therefore attri* 
buted a natural holinefs to the Seventh or 
Sabbath day, which they obferved more ftriSIy 
than the other Jews. They fpent their time 
mofily in contemplation ; abftained from mar-^ 
riage, and every gratification of the fenfes; 
ufed waihings and though it (inful to touch 
certain things ; regarded wine as poifon, &c. 

In oppofition to thefe, St. Paul, in thefe 
three Epiftles, fhews the fuperiority of Chrift 
to the Angels, and warns Chriftians againft 
worftiiping them. He cenfures the obferva- 
tion of Sabbaths; rebukes thofe, who for- 
bade marriage, and the touching of certain 
things ; and who delivered commandments of 
men concerning meats, and prohibited them. 
He permits Timothy to drink wine ; blames 
thofe who abftain from nourifhing their 
bodies ; and enjoins bodily exercife. He cau- 
tions againA a Philofophy^ which teaches all 
thefe things ; and againft perfons, who aifume 
a great appearance of wifdom and virtue. 
He delivers Hymenaeus over to Satan, bc- 
caufe he pretended there was no rcfurrCiSlion 
of the fleih. 

I Thk 
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The fame learned writer thinks the errors 
of the Eilenes had found their way int<> theft 
churches through ApoHos \ who was of 
Alexandria, in the neighbourhood of which 
Efienes prevailed ; and alfo through the twelve 
Chriftians mentioned in AA xix % who ap- 
pear but tmperfedUy acquainted with the 
Chriftian doArines. He conjectures that ^^ the 
vagabond Jews, ExorciAs', were of tliisfeS« 

4 Afts xviii. a4« xix. 1*^7. * Ver. 1—7. « Vcr f 3. 
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I 

OF 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO 
TIMOTHY. 

THIS Epiftk, according to fome Critics*, 
was written by St. Paul at Rome 
during bis firft imprifonment there, and was 
fent to Timothy in the fummer of the year 
ixi. Bat others « rather think it was written 
during the Apoftle's laft imprifonment there, 
not very long before lie fealed the truth with 
liis blood ; which is commonly placed about 
A. D. Lxvior Lxvii. 

That Timothy was at Ephefus, or in 
Lefler Afia, when this Epiftle was fent to him, 
appears from the frequent mention in it of 
perfons refiding at Ephefus. The falfe teachers, 
who had before thrown this church into con- 
fufion, grew every day worfe : infomuch that 
not only Hymenaeus, but Philetus, another 
Ephefian heretic, now denied the Refurrec- 
tion of the dead. They were led into this 

< So Dr. Lardner. « So M. Mlchaelis^ and others. 

I a error 
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error by a difpute about words. At firft they 
only annexed Yarious imp r o ficr fignifications 
to the word ReTarredion, tX at hft they 
denied tbe thing ; pretending that the RefuF- 
re^on of the dead was only a Refurrcdion 
from the death of fin, and fo was already paft. 
This error was prol^ably derived from the 
caflem philofophy, which (daced the orig^ of 
fin in the body. This Epiftle confifts chiefly 
of afiedionate advice to Timothy, thence- 
forward to be adive in oppofii^ thoie falie 
teachers, and in propagating the Go^. 
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OF 
THE EPISTLE TO TITUS. 

THIS may be called an Epiftlc to the 
Cretans. For St. Paul meant not 
fo much to inftruft Titus, as to furnifh him 
with a rule to lay before the Cretans, to 
which he might appeal, whenever unworthy 
and unqualified perfons attempted to obtrude 
themfelves into the Epifcopal office. 

Titus was a Greek % and probably owed 
his converfion to St. Paul * j who, fourteen 
years after, took him with him to Jerufalcm, 
to the great council held there in the year 
XLix. And as Titus was of Gentile parents, 
St. Paul would not fufFer him to be circum- 
cifed, that he might not abridge the liberty of 
the Gentile converts /. Some years after, St. 
Paul difpatched him to Corinth, to bring him 
an account of the ftate of that Church ' ; and 

» Gal. ii. 3. » Tit. i. 4. X Gal. ii- 1—3, 

^ % Cor xii. i8j vih 6. 13, 

1 3 afterwards 
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afterwards fent him thither again, tohaften the 
coIleSion for the poor Chriftians in Judea *. 
After this we hear no more of him, till he is 
mentioned in this Epiftle as having been with 
St. Paul in Crete. 

This Epiftle, according to Dr. Lardner, 
was written towards the end of the year lvi, 
while St. Paul was in Macedonia, or near it, 
But M. Michaelis and others think it was 
more probably written in St. Paul's laft pro- 
grefs though the Afiatic Churches, between 
his firll and fecond imprifonment at Rome y 
though the precife year they are not able to 
determine. Titus had been left at Crete, to 
fettle the Church which St. Paul had probably 
eftablifhed therein his firft journey to Romc^, 
and afterwards •. The Churches in Crete 
had not hitherto had any Bifhops and Minif- 
ters : Titus was to appoint them ; but he was 
to be upon his guard againft fome of the cir- 
cumcifion, who afpired to ecclcfiaflical offices. 

Th£ Idand of Crete was the parent of 
Roman and Greek Idolatry ; and the Cretans 
fo far excelled other nations in inventing 
Gods, that they were called The Liars. 

» Ch. viii. 6. * Afts x»vii. 8. • Tit, i. 5. 

They 
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They were alfo diftinguifhed for unnatural 
vices and a fpirit of fedition. 

The Cretan converts to Chriftianity were 
indeed obliged to forfake Idolatry and the 
nvorfhlp of Images : but as the Cretans were 
£g)'ptians by defcent, and had long inter- 
mixed the whims of £g}'ptian philofophy 
vrith Judaifm, and as they had embraced 
Chriftianity very early, no church was in 
greater danger of adopting the abfurd and 
heathen genealogies of God, of his only be- 
gotten Son, and of the ^ones. Hence St. 
Paul warns them againft thefe errors ^. 

< Tit. i. t4. iii, 9, Vid. Michaelij. 
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OF THE 
EPISTLE TO PHILEMON, 

PHILEMON fcems to have been a 
fubftantial man at Colofle, who had a 
fpacious houfe, in which a part of the Chrif- 
tian Church aflembled, and in which travel- 
ing Chriftians were entertained*. The want 
of public inns among the ancients made this 
hofpitality needful j and it was particularly 
enjoined to Chriftians, to receive one another 
hofpltably : but, as every individual was not 
in a condition to entertain Chriftian-ftrangers, 
the Churches feem to have appointed one 
or more of their principal members for this 
purpofe^ This was the office of Deacons, 
fo that Philemon had an office in the Church; 
and indeed he is by fome of the ancients 
entitled Bifiiop of Colofle. Whatever bis 
niiniderial office was, he is by St. Paul called 
3iis fellow-labourer 5." His fon Archippus, 
to whom this Epiftle is alfo addreffed, had 
juiV before been Deacon ia the church of 

< Vcr. 2.2. *'Tlom, xvi. ai, S Ver. r. 

Co- 
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Colofle'*; he is accordingly mentioned with 
honour by St. Paul, who not only fliles him 
his fellow -labourer like his father, but alfo his 
fellow-foldier. 

Philemon feems to have been one of St. 
Paul's firft fruits of the Church of Ephefus, 
and not to have been converted like the reft 
by Epaphras, but by St. Paulhimfelf*; having 
probably come to Ephefus while St. Paul was 
there. 

This Epiftle was written from Rome (at 
the fame time with the Epiftles to the Colof- 
finns, Philippiane, &c.) about A. D. lxii, or 
I.XIIJ. The occafion of it was this: Onefi- 
mus, Philemon's flave, had robbed him, and 
fled to Rome. There St. Paul meeting with 
Jiim, converted him to the Chriftian Faith, 
and, having kept him fome time to be fatisfied 
of his reformation, fends him back to his 
mafter with this letter ; which has always been 
admired for its delicacy of fentiment and 
maflerly addrefs, and may be confined as a 
fine model of Epiftolary writing. 

k Col. iv. 17. * Vcr. 19. 

OF 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 
HEBREWS. 

THIS ApoAolic letter, according to the 
beft authors, both ancient and modem, 
was the genuine work of St Paul ^ ; and 
according to the ancients, was originally 
written in the Hebrew or Syriac language; 
out of which it was tranflated into Greek l^ 
fomt Apoftolic perfon, who is believed to 
have been either St. Luke or Clement. Some 
eminent Critics, however, among the mo« 
dems, find reafon to think our prefent Greek 
copy was not a tranflation, but the original | 
and that the ancients were miftaken in this 
refyeSk. 

St. Paul, contrary to his ufual cuftom, did 
not prefix his name to this Epiftle, for a very 

^ Many proofs of this may be collcflcd from this 
Epiftle itfelf. It is evident, from Chap. ii. 3. that 
die writer was not one of Chrift^s Difciplcs. See Br. 
Lardner, who has fully difcufled this point, and finds 
itaibn to give it to St. Panl. 

obvious 
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obvious reafon, that he might not too early 

awaken the prejudices conceived againft him 

by the Jewifli converts, which might have 

led them to throw it aiide unperufed. It 

was written towards the end of (or foon after) 

St. Paul's imprifonment at Rome>, A. D. 

I.XI11, to the converted Jews of Paledine, 

here called Hebrews, as diftinguifhed from 

the Hellenifts, or foreign Jews. A fevere 

perfecution bad deprived them of the Apoftle 

St. James, and had rendered almoft that 

whole church wavering in the faith. To 

confirm fome, and to recover others from 

their apoftacy, was the purport of this EpiAle. 

As the zealous defenders of the Mofaic Law 
would naturally inCiA on the divine authority 
of Mofes, on the majefty and glory attending 
its promulgation by the miniftry of Angels^, 
and the great privileges it afforded thofe who 
adhered to it : The Apoftle fhews, 

I. That in all thefe feveral articles Chrif- 
ttahity had an infinite fuperiority to the Law, 

This Topic he purfues from Chap. i. to 
xi. wherein he reminds the believing He* 

' Ch« x» 34. xiii. 22« 23, 

brewa 
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brews of the extraordinary favour fliown them 
by God, in fending them a Revelation by his 
own Son, whofe Glory was far fupcrior to 
that of Angels"*; very naturally inferring 
from hence, the danger of defpifing Chri/l on 
account of his humiliation, which, in perfect 
confiftence with his dominion over the world 
to come, was voluntarily fubmitted to by 
him for wife and important reafons ; particu- 
larly to deliver us from the fear of death, and 
to encourage the freedom of our accefs to 
God". With the fame view, he magnifies 
Christ as fuperior to Moses their great 
l^iflator ; and from the puni(hment in^i&ed 
on thofe who. rebelled againft the authority of 
Mofes, infers the danger of contemning the 
promifes of the Gofpel®. And as it was an 
eafy traniltion to call to mind on this occafion 
that Reft in Canaan, to which the authority 
invefted in Mofes was intended to lead them ; 
the Apoftle hence cautions them againft un- 
belief, as what would prevent their entering 
into a fuperior ftate of Reft to what the Jews 
ever enjoyed?. This caution is ftill further 
inforced by awful views of God's omnifcience, 

"» Ch. i. throughout. " Ch. ii. throughout. 

• Ch. ii«. 2 — 13. P Ch. iii. 14— riv. n. 

4 and 
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and a lively reprefcntation of the High-Prieft- 
hood of Chrift "i. In the next place he inti- 
mates the very hopelefs (ituation of thofe who 
apoftatife from Chriftianity ' ; and then, for 
the comfort and confirmation of fincere be- 
lievers, difplays to them the gpodnefs of God, 
and his faithful adherence to his holy engage- 
ments ; the performance of which is fealed by 
the entrance of Chrift into Heaven as qur 
Forerunner •• Still further to illuftrate the 
chara6ter of our Lord, he enters into a 
parallel between him and Melchizedec, as to 
their title and defcent; and, from inf^ances 
wherein the Priefthood of Melchizedec excel- 
led the Levitical, infers that the Glory of the 
Priefthood of Chrift furpaffed that under 
the Law <; From thefe premifes the Apoftle 
argues, that the Aaronical Priefthood was nor 
only excelled, but confummated by that of 
Chrift, to which it was only introduSory and 
fubfervientj and of courfe, that the obli- 
gation of the Law was henceforth diffolved ». 
Then re- capitulating what he had already 
demonftrated concerning the fuperior dignity 

4 Ch. iy. to the end. and Ch. ▼. throughout. 
» Ch. vi. 1—9. • Ch. vi. 9, to the end. 

• Ch. vii. I— !/• ■ Ch.vii. 18, to the end. 

of 
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of Chrift's Prtefthood, he thence rlluRrates the 
diftinguifhed excellence of the New Covenant, 
IS not only foretold by Jeremiah, but evi- 
dently enriched widi much better promifes 
than the Old ^ : Explaining funher the doc* 
trine of the Priefthood and interceffion of 
Chrift, by comparing it with what the Jewifh 
High-priefis did on the great day of atone* 
ment '. Afterwards he enlarges on the necef- 
fity of (bedding Chrift's blood, and the fiif- 
ficiency of tlie attonement made by it^ ; and 
proves that tlie legal Ceremonies could not by 
any means purify the oonfcience ; whence be 
infers the infuficiency of tiie Mofaic Law, 
and the neceflity of looking beyond it * : Hd 
then urges tlie Hebrews to improve the privi- 
leges which fuch an Higb-prieft and Covenaol 
conferred on them, to the puipofes of ap* 
proaching God with confidence, to a oonffauit 
attendance on his worAiip, an^ mod benevo* 
lent regards to each other*. 

7'M£ Apoftle having thus obvtalBd the in* 

finuations and olgefHons of the Jews, £»: 

« 

^ Ch. viii. throughout. x Ch. ix. 1—14. 

r Ch. ix. 15, toike«nil« » CJi. x. *-^x5. 
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the fiiisia^on and eflablifliment of the be^ 
licvikig Hebrews, pnxreeds 

II. To prepare and fortify their minds 
agsunft the ftorm of perfecution, which in part 
liad already befallen them, and was likely to 
continue, and be often renewed. He re- 
minds them of thofe extremities they had en- 
dured, and of the fatal effects which would 
attend their Apoilacy ^ : calling to their re- 
membrance the eminent examples of faith and 
fortitude exhibited by Holy Men and recorded 
in the Old Teflament^. He concludes his 
difcourfe with glancing at many other illuf- 
trious Wotthies ; and, befides thofe recorded 
in Scripture, refers to the cafe of feveral, who 
fuffered under the perfecution of Antiochus 
Epiphanes. 2 Maccab. chap. viii. &€.** 

Having thus finiflied the argumentative 
part of the Epiflle, the Apoftle proceeds to a 
general Application ; in which he exhorts 
the Hebrew Chriftians to patience, peace, 
and holinefs * ; cautions them againft fecular 
views and fenfual gratifications, by laying 

* Ch. X, 46. to the end. « Ch. xi. i«_i9. 

* Ch. Xi. 30. — xii. 2. • Ch. xii. 3 — 14.. 

before 
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before them the incomparable excellence of 
the bleflings introduced by the Gofpel, which 
even the Jewifli CEconomy, glorious and mag- 
nificent as it was, did by no means equal ^; 
exhorts them to brotherly affedion, purity, 
compai&on, dependence on the divine care, 
ftedfaftnefs in the profeffion of the truth, a 
life of thankfulnefs to God, and benevolence 
to man^ : and concludes the whole with re- 
commending their pious minifters to their 
particular regard, intreating their prayers, 
faluting them, and pronouncing on them a 
folemn benediction*^. 

*" Ch. xii. 15 — *9. K Ch. xiii. i — 16. 

* Ch. xiii. 17, to the end. 
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OF 

THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
OF ST. JAMES. 

THIS and the following EpUUes are pro-, 
bably called Catholic or GENERAt, 
becaufe moft of them were written, not to par- 
ticular churches, but to the Faithful difperfed 
throughout whole countries. The second 
and THIRD Epistles of St. John are added 
to them, only becaufe they were written by 
the fame hand that wrote the firft, and would 
have been loft had they been copied feparately. 

This Epiftlc was written by St.jAMEs the 
Less, the fonof Alpheus or Cleophas, ftiled 
the brother, i. e, kinfman, of our Lord, who 
ftatedly refided at Jeru&lem, and is faid by the 
ancients to have been the firft Biftiop of that 
City : where he is believed to have fufFered 
martyrdom in the former part of the year 
Lxii ; and to have written this Epiftle a (hort 
time before his death : which a learned writer^ 
thinks might be partly occafioned by the offence 
taken at this Apoftolic letter. 

' Dr. Lardner. 

K It 



146 OF THE EPISTLE, &c. 

It is generally underftood to be addrefled 
to the JewUh Converts to Chriftianity dif- 
perled abroad in the more diflant regions; 
and that the Apo(Ue's defign is partly to ex- 
hort the Chriftian Converts to conftancy in 
foffering, and partly to warn them againft 
certain Jewifli vices. 

But Dr. Lardner thinks that this Epiftle 
^as written to all Jews, of every denomination 
throughout the world, whether Chriftians or 
otherwife : (ac this reafon, the ApoiUe does 
not wi(h them grace or peace from Jefus Chrift, 
though he does not diilemble his own Charac- 
ter ; nor does he conclude with any Chriftian 
benediction : And though a large part of the 
EpiAle is applicable to Chriftians, there are 
feveral paragraphs, which feem particularly 
;uidrei&d to unbelieving Jews ^. 

k Chap. iv. i — lo. Ch, v. i— 6, &c. 
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THE FIRST EPISTl,E 
OF ST. PETER. 

THIS Apoflolic Letter is probably ad^ 
drefled to fuch Gentiles as had forfaken 
Idolatry and believed in the true God without 
having been circumcifed, and who afterwards 
became Chriftians ; fuch as Cornelius the Cen- 
turion ; i. e. Chriftians from among the Pro-, 
felytes : " Elcft (or declared to be fuch) 
** through fan<5ificatton of the Spirit*," The 
whole Epiftle abounds in aiTurances that thefe 
converts were regenerate and become children 
of God, without Levitical facriiices, merely, 
through Chrift. 

This Epiftle was written from a city called 
by St. Peter Babylon : this fome think to 
have been Babylon in Aflyria, which, though 
demoli(hed, might poffibly have fome few 
Chridians in its neighbourhood ; however the 
generality, both ancients and moderns, fuppofe 
it to have been a figurative name for Rome. 
But M. Michaelis propofes a query. Whether 

' Vid. Ch. i. 2. compared with Afts x. 44—47. xi. 
15—17. 

K 2 Jerufalem 
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Jerufalem might not be (hadowed under that 
name : He alfo thinks it wis written fo early 
as the year xlix, foon after the gi^t council 
held there. But the more received opinion is, 
that it was much later; dther in the year 
txiii or ixiv : or at lateft lx\ ". 

St* Peter's chief defign is to confirm the 
doftrine of St. Paul, which the falfe teachers 
pretended he was oppofing ; and to aflure the 
Profelytes, that they ftood in the true grace of 
God \ With this view he calls them eled, and 
mentions, that they had been declared fuch by 
the efFufion of the Holy Ghoft upon them •. 
He aflures them that tlicy were regenerate 
without circumcifion, merely through the Gof- 
pel and RefurrcSion of Chrift ' ; and that their 
fufferings were no argument of their being un- 
der the difpleafurc of God, as the Jews ima- 
gined 4. He recommends it to them, to hope 
for grace to the end '• He teftifies, that they 
were not redeemed by the Pafchal Lamb, but 
through Chrift, wjiom God had pre-ordained 
for this purpofe before the foundation of the 
world •• 

» Dr. Lardner. » Cb. v. i»- • Ch, i. i>i. 
P Ver. 3, 4, zi^25. « Vcr. 6—11, 

? Vcr. 13, • Vcr. 18. — ao. 

or 
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OF 

THE SECOND EPISTLE. 
OF ST. PETER. 

THIS fecond Epiftle is fuppofed to have 
been written many years after the former, 
viz. inA.D.L3ftrii,afliorttimebeforeSt. Peter's 
martyrdom, which happened in ixviii, and to 
^hich he alludes in one or two places ^ 

The general defign of thisEpiftle is. To con- 
firm the dofbrines and inftrudions delivered in 
the former Epiftle ; " To excite the Chriftian 
Converts to adorn and ftedfaftly adhere to their 
holy Religion, as a Religion proceeding from 
God, notwithftanding the artifices of falle 
Teachers, whofe charader is at large de* 
fcribed ; and notwithftanding the perfecution 
of their bitter and inveterate enemies." 

The genuinenefs of this Epiftle has been 
doubted, from the peculiar ftile of the ad Chap* 
ter, which is different from the other parts of St. 
Peter's writings. Bp. Shbrlocr: fuppofes that 
the Apoftle, defcribing in that Chapter the cha- 
rader of fuch feducers as endangered the fait^ 
orthe Chriftian Converts, adopts the language 
and fentiments of feme Jewiih author, contain- 
ing a ftrong defcription, in the eaftem manner, 
of fome falfe prophets in that, or an earlier age. 

t Ch. i. 13, 14. 

K3 c 
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OF 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 
ST. JOHN. 

THIS Epiftle of St. John (if it is not ra« 
thera little Treatife) appears, as well as 
hi^ Gofpel, to have been written againft Cerin-> 
thus : In it he alfo alluded to the pernicious doc- 
trines of the other GnoAics, efpecially in the 
admonitions to walk in the light, to keep uqde* 
liled firotn f^nfual fins, and to abfiain from Idols. 
For whtifi Cerinthus taught, that the law of 
Mofes was abolilhed ; the others maintained, 
'that eatii^ things offered to idols, and fornix 
ration, were indifferent a(9s. 

Ik oppofition to tbofe errors, 6t« John lays 
doWn three pofitions : i. That it is neceflary to 
walk In the light, and keep clear of fle(hly lufts, 
in order to partake of the kingidom of God. 
2. That it is neceffinry to keep the new com- 
mandmentof loving one another. 3. That Jefus 
was Chrift and the fon of God, not only in his 
baptifm, but alfo at the ihedding of his blood. 

This little Treatife or Epifile h dire^ed to 

-all Chriftians, wherefbever difperfed ; and is fup« 

|K>fed to have been written before the defiruc- 

tion of Jerufalem, by fuch critics as apply 

ch. ih 
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ch. ii. i8. to the laft time of the Jewifli ftate. 
Others fuppofe it to have been written after the 
Jewifli war", about the year lxxx ; and others 
even fo late as the year xci, or xcii* 



OF 

THE SECOND AND THIRD 
EPISTLES OF ST. JOHN 

'nr^ H E S E are improperly denominated 
•*• Catholic or General, being infcribed 
to two (ingle perfons, the one to fome lady 
of diftindion, the other to Gains, or Caius $ 
probably the fame perfon whom St. Paul at 
Corinth ftiles his hoft^, and who is cele- 
brated for his hofpitality to his brethren^ 
But a learned writer* rather thinks he was an 
eminent Ghriftian, who lived in fome city of 
Afia not far from Ephefus, where St. John 
chiefly refided after he had left Judea. 

These Letters are conjeftured to have been 
fent about the fame time with, or foon after^ 
tlie former. 

■ So Dr. Lardner. 
^ Rom. xvi. 23. 2 Cor. i. 14* 
** Dr. Lardner. 

K4 OP 
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OF - 

THE CATHOLIC EPISTLE 
OF ST. JUDE. 

THIS was written by Jude, or Judas, 
the brother of James the Lcfs. The re^ 

'markable fimiliarity between this and part of 
the lecond Epiftle of IVter was probably 

, owing to both writers drawing their charac- 
ter of the falfe teachers from the defcription 
given of the falfe prophets in feme ancient 
Jewi(h author : and it is alfo poffible that St. 
Jude might have the fecond Epiftle of St. 
Peter before him. They both prove, againft 
certain Heretics (probably the Gnoftics), that a 
great day of judgement is impending; and con- 
clude, from the judgements of God formerly 
exerted, that God will be an avenger of evil. 
This is believed to have been written after 
mod (if not all) the other Apoftolical Epif- 
tles : when St. Jude was arrived at a very old 

'age : Dr. Mill even dates it A. D. xc : others 
fuppofe it to have been written much earlier ; 
yet after tliat of St, Peter, about A. D. lxv, 
or Lxvi. 

OF 
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ITHE REVELATION OF 
ST. JOHN. 

THIS prophetical book is agreed to have 
been written by St. John the Evan- 
gelist, who, according to Eufebius, was 
banifhed to Patmos, an Ifle of the ^gean Sea, . 
and there received the vifions. contained in this 
book, in the laft year of the reign of Domi- 
tian, about the year xcvi. Others fuppofe it 
was written before the deftru£lion of Jerufa- 
lem. This is the opinion of M. Michaelis, 
who dates it fo early as the time of Claudius 
or Nero, long before St. John's Gofpels or 
Epiftles. In this he follows the opinion of 
Sir Ifaac Newton, who concludes itmufthave 
been compofed in an early period of St. John's 
life, becaufe the ftyle, he thinks, abounds with 
Hebraifms, and is not penned in fuch good 
and fluent Greek as the Gofpels and EpifUes ; 
which he fuppofes were written when the 
Apoftle had acquired a more perfe£l knowledge 
of the Greek tongue. Other critics however 

do 



154 OF THE REVELATION 

do not allow fuch great difference of language 
between this and St. John's other writings ; 
at leaft not more than what they think maybe 
occafioned by the difference of fubje£^, arifing 
from alluiions to the prophetic books of the 
Old Teftament, or from the abruptnefs and 
obfcurity of the prophetic fiyie. It is again 
Urged, th$it the Revelation mentions no 
other herefy, as flourilhing, but that of the 
Nicolaitans^, which fubfifled long before that 
of Cerinthus, againft which St. John wrote his 
Gofpel between A. D. hxv and lxviii, and 
therefore ^he Revelation mud have been writ« 
ten long before* In oppofition to this, it is 
doubted wl>ether the feven churches of Afia 
were founded fo early as the times of Claudius 
or Nero ; or had at leaft undei^one fuch great 
changes and revolutions as are alluded to 
in this Book. It has likewife been thought 



TThcNicOLAiTANS, according to ancient writers, 
were a &St who taught the lawfulnefs of lewdnefs asd 
idolatrous ikcrifices : they were fo called fix>m one Ni- 
colas their founder. By Nicolaltans in fcripture aro 
thought to be meant, in general, lewd and profligate 
perTons, who aim at nothing but their own fecular adr 
vantage. 

improbable. 
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Improbable that the Aix>ffle (hould ^ive this 
^prafbciic and myfterioQs Book before ever 
be had delivered a plain and fimple narrative 
of the life of his m^ifter: the latter, as it 
yrould be of the greateft ufe to Chriftians, 
would naturally be £rft afforded them ; and 
the Apofljes would be moft likely to lay down 
the great and fundamental do6h'ines of Chrif- 
tianity in gen^al^ before they would think of 
entering into the flate of particular churches^ 
ordefcribe the events of future times, whether 
near or remote. 

SoMB Other arguments for the more early 
date of this book are given by M. Michaelis^ 
and others ; but, as they allow them all to be 
iubordinate to that urged above from the pn^ 
cQmmon prevalence of the oriental idioms in 
this book beyond what are found in the other 
wiitings of St. John, this will not be judged 
Tery decifive, if, after all, it ihould appear that 
'this is no more than the natural confequence 
of the fubjeft; and that St. John, exprefling 
in Greek the images of the ancient Hebrew 
Prophets, had a peculiar reafon for adopting 
their phrafeology and idioms, as being in* 

feparable 
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fcparabic from the prophetic ftyle»: fo thaf, 
upon the whole, perhaps, we may reafonably 
abide by the exprefs teftimony of Iren2eus% 
that this facred Book was written in the reign 
of Domitian ; as that ancient Father was a 
Difciple of Polycarp, who Iiad been a Difciple 
of St. John himfelf. 

But at whatever period of his Life the Re- 
velation was compofed, there is flrong internal 
Evidence^, as well as the moft convincing po- 
fitive Teftimony, that this Book was written 
by St. John the Evangelifts It is no lefs ob- 
vious that the contents are of a prophetic nature, 
and that they exhibit a feries of vifions, dc- 

» Sec, what is urged on the Subjea of thePh)pfaetic 
Style, in Dr. Kurd's Leaures, referred to belo#. See 
particularly Sermon the 9th. 

» Adverf. H«rcf. lib. v. cap. 30. p. 449. td. Grab- 
See alfo Eufcbius, Chron. lib. £. Ed. Seal. p. 80. 
Videetiam p. 164. Lib. pofterioris & Chron. Can. 
p. 208. Hift. Ecclcf. lib. ill. cap. 18. Bp. Newton 
on the Prophecies, vol. iii. p. 14, ,5. 

k See Dr. Twells, M. Michaelis, &t. 

« Stt Lardner, Dodderidge, &c. 

fcriptive 
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Icriptive of very iinportant events that were to 
fucceed in the courfe of ages. 

^ANY ingenious and learned men have 

undertaken to illuftrate tKis facred Book, and 

even to point out very precifely the particular 

eyents predi£ted by its infpired Author ; but 

their fuccefs has not always been anfwerable 

t9 their fanguine expedations. Perhaps a^ 

complete and perfect Commentary muft be 

reierved for future ages, when many of the 

events have taken place, which are prediAed 

ki it, but remain at prefent unaccompliflied. 

Howif VER, the pious Student ought not to 
be difcouraged from the perufal of thefe divine 
Prophecies : and it is certain that he could 
never fit down to confider them with fo much 
advantage as he can at prefent, when he is 
fumiflied with fo excellent an Introduction to 
the Audy of thefe and all the other Prophecies, 
which regard the Chridian Church, in the Lec* 
tures lately publifhed by the very learned and 
ingenious Preacher at Lincoln's-Inn **• 

^ Introdu£lion to the Study of the Prophecies con* 
cerning the Chri(fian Church, and in particular con- 
cerning the Church of Papal Rome, in xii Sermons, 
&c. by Richard Hurd, D. D: London, 1772. 8vo. 

To 
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To this admired writer, it will be fiiflicicnt 
here to refer the Reader, and he will kad faim 
to as excellent a Commentator in the great 
and admirable Jofeph Mede : to whofe worfe^ 
diefe new Ledures are a moft ufefdl Intro- 
dtK^ion. It will be fufBcient here to give a 
fhort extrad from the latter^ to affift the rea- 
der in forming a diAinft idea of the method 
in which the whole Book of the Apocalypfe is 
difpofed : which he will readily do, if he obferves 
that it is refolvable into three great Parts. 

The first part is that of the Epistlb^ 
to the Seven Churches, contained in the three 
flrft chapters. This, as containing little or no- 
thing prophetic, is not at all confidered by Mr* 
Mede. 

The SECOND Part (with which Mr. Medd 
begins his Commentary) is that of the sealed 
Book, from chap. iv. to chap* x. and contain^ 
the fates of the Roman empire, or its Civil 
Revolutions ^ yet with a reference dill to the 
ftate and fortune of the Chriftian Church* 

The third Part is that of the open Book, 

with what follows to the end ; and exhibits, 

in a more minute and extended vlew^ the fates 

4 «f 
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of the Chriftian Church, efpecially during its 
apoftacy, and after its recovery from it. 



:is Third Divifion may, further, be con- 
fidered as confiffing of two Parts. 

The first contains, in chap. xi. a fum* 
jnary view of what (hould befall the Chriftian 
Church, contemporary with the events de- 
duced in the fecond part, concerning the Em- 
pire : and is given in this place, in order to 
connect the fecond and third parts, and to 
(hew their correfpondence and contempo-^ 
Taneity. See Mr. Mede's Clavis, p. 424. and 
Comment. Apocalypt. p. 476. 

The second Part of the laft Divifion (from 
chap. xii. to the end) gives a detailed account 
of what (hould befall the ChriAian Church in 
diflind, and feveral of them fynchronical 
Vifidds. 



U^ Hire 
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•|t* Hen we fl)ould conclude ; hut as the cu^ 
rious Reader may dejire to be informed bow the 
PrediSlions revealed in this took ofSt, John have 
ufually been interpreted andapplied^ we/hall con-* 
fijiently with our fubjeSf fubjoin^ A KEY TO 
THE PROPHECIES CONTAINED IN 
THE REVELATION. This is extracted 
from the learned Dijfertations of Dr. Newton, 
Bijhop of Briftol • : to which the reader is re- 
ferred for a more full illujiration of the fever al 
parts ^ as the concifenefs of our plan only admits a 
Jhort analyjis or abridgment of them. 



A KEY TO THE PROPHECIES CONTAINED 
IN THE REVELATION. 



NOTHING of a prophetical nature oc- 
curs in the firft Three Chapters, except, 
I . what is faid concerning the Church of Ephe- 
sus, that her ^^Candleftickfhall be removed out 

« Diflertations on the Prophecies which have re- 
markably been fulfilled, and at this time are fulfilling, 
in the world, vol. iii* 8vo» 

2 . ' ' of 



A KEY, &; x6r 

of Its place," which; is now reKficdi ««* Orv!y 
in this, but in all the other Afiitic chuiTchct 
which exifted at that timej the light of the 
Gofpel having been taken fifdtn them, not bhiy 
by their herefies and diYifiorts from within, but 
by the arms of the Saracens firem without : 
And, 2- concerning the church of Smyrna, 
that (he (hall ^ have tribulation ten days ;** 
that is, in prophetic* language^ fen years ;*' 
referring to the perJectition of* Diocletian, 
which alone of all the general pcrfecution$ 
laOed fo long. 

Th^ next five Chapters relate to the open* 
ing of the Seven Seals ; and by thefe feals 
are intimated fo many different periods of the 
prophecy. Six of thefe ' feals arer opened in. 
the fixth and feventh chapters. 

Th£ first S'EAt or period is memorable 
for conquefts. It cotiimences with Vefpafian, 
and terminates in Nerva; and during this 
time Judea was fubjugated. 

The second Seal is noted for war and 
(laughter. It commences with Ti^jan, and 
continues through his reigo, and that of hisc 
fucceflbrs. la this period, the Jews were en^^ 

L tirel/ 
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Rwted and dilperfed i and great was the 
flau^iier and devaAatioa occafioncd by the 
contending parties. 

The third Seal is cfaaiaderifed by a ri- 
gorous execution of juAice, and an abundant 
piovifion of com, wine, and oil. It com- 
mences with Septimius Severus. . He and 
Alexander Severus were juft and fevere empe- 
rors, and at the fame time highly celebrated 
for the regard they paid to the internal felicity 
of their people, by procuring them plenty of 
every thing, and particularly com, wine, and 
oil. This period lafted during the reigns of 
the Septimian fiimily. 

The fourth Seal is diftinguIOied by a 
concurrence of evils, fuch as war, fomine, 
peftilence, and wild beafts ; by all which the 
Roman empire was remarkably infefted from 
the rrign of Maximin to that of Diocletian, 

The fifth Seal begins at Diocletian, 
and i$ fignalized by the great perfecution, 
from whence arofe that memorable ^m, tlie 
JEra of Martyrs. 

• With Conftantine begins the sixth Seal, 
a period of Revolutions, pi£hired forth by 
great commotions in earth and in heaven, al* 

luding 
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ludtng to the fubverfion of Paganifni, and thd 
eftablifhment of Chriftianity. This period 
lafled from the reign of Conflantine the' Great, 
to that of Theodofius the firft. 

The seventh Seal includes tinder it the 
rennaining parts of the prophecy, and com- 
prehends feven periods diAingui(hed by the 
founding of sevek Trumpets. 

As the Seals foretold the ftate of the Rod- 
man empire before and till it became 
Chriftian, fo the Trumpets forefliew the 
fate of it afterwards ; each trumpet being 
an alarm to one nation or other, rouiing 
them up to overthrow that empire. 

Fqur of thefe Trumpets are founded in 
the eighth Chapter. 

At the founding of the first, Alaric and 
his Goths invade the Roman empire, befiege 
Rome twice, and fet it on fire in feveral places. 
At the founding of the second, Attila and 
.his Huns waAe the Roman provinces, and 
compel the eaflem emperor Theodofius the 
fecond, and the weAern emperor Valentinian 
the third, to fubmit to ^ameful terms. At 
the founding of the third, Genferic and his 
Vandals arrive from Africa 1 fpoi] and plunder 

|# a Rom^ 
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Rome, and fee fail again with immenfe wealth 
and ininoin^able captives. At the founding 
of the FOURTH, Odoacer and the Heruli put 
an end to the very name of the weAem em* 
pire ; Theodoric £3unds the kingdom of the 
OArogothft in Italy; and at la A Italy be- 
come^ -a provice of the eaAern empire, Rome 
being governed t^ a duke under the exarch 
of Ravenna. 

As the foregoing Trumpets relate chiefly 
fo the downfall of the weftem empire, fo do 
the TWO foUowing to that of the eaftern. 
Th^y arc founded in the ninth, tet^tb, and 
part of the eleventh Chapter. 

At the founding of the fifth Trumpet, 
Mahomet that blazing flar appears, opens the 
bottomlefs pit, and with his Locuds the 
Arabianc darkens the fun and air. And at 
the founding of the sixth, a period not yet 
finKhed, the four Angels, that is, the four 
Sultanicsi or Leaders of the Turks and Oth- 
mans/are loofed from the river Euphrates. 
The Greek or Eaftern empire was cruefly 
♦* hurt and tormented'* under the fifth 
Trumpet i but under the sixth, it wa^ 
<« flain^** and utterly deftfoyed. 

The 
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The Latin, or Weilem Church being 10 

no wife reclaimed by the ruin of the<Treek or 

Eaftern, but ftill perfifting in their Idolatry and 

wickednefs ; at the beginning of the tenth 

chapter, and under the fouml of this sixtiI 

Trumpet, is introdticed a Vifion preparative 

to the prophecies reipet^ng the Weftem 

Church, wherein an angel is reprefented^ 

having in his hand a Httle book, or codicil, 

defcribing the calamities that ftiould overtake 

that Church. The meafuring of the temple 

ihews, that during all thii period there will 

be ibme true Chriftiaas, wtko will conform 

themfelves to the rule of God's word, even 

whilft the outer court, that i«, the external 

and more extenfive part of this Temple or 

Church, is trodden under foot by Gentiles, i. e. 

fuch Chriflians as, in their Idolatrous worfhip 

ftnd perfecuting practice, refemble and out-do 

the Gentiles themfelves. Yetagaiaftthefecor* 

rupters of religion, there will always be fomo 

true witneiTes to protest, who, however they 

may- be over- borne at times, and in appearance 

reduced to death, yet will ariie again ^om time 

to time, till at lail they triumph and glorioufly 

afcend. The eleventh Chs^tcr conchidea 

with 
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with die founding of the setekth Trum^ 

In the twelfth Chapter, by the Woman 
bearing a man-child is to be underftood the 
Chriftian Church ; by the great red Dragon, 
the Heathen Roman-empire; by the man^ 
child whom the woman bore, Conftantine the 
Great ; and by the war in heaven, the con- 
lefts between the Chriftian and Hesithen re* 
ligioos. 

In the thirteenth Chapter, by the Beafl with 
feven heads and ten horns, unto whom the 
Dragon gave his power, feat, and great autho« 
rity, is to be underftood, not Pagan but 
Chriftian, not imperial but papal Rome \ in 
fubmitting to whofe religion, the world did 
in effect fubmit again to the religion of the 
Dragon. . The ten-homed Beaft therefore re* 
prefents the Romifli church and ftate in ge- 
neral : but the Beaft with two horns like a 
lamb is the Roman clergy ^ and that image 
of tlie ten homed beaft, which the two-horn- 
ed beaft caufed to be made, and infpired with 
life, is the Pope ; whofe number is 666, ac» 
cording to the numerical powers of the let* 

ten 
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%exs conftituting the Roman name- Aal»i*t'. 
Latinusy or itt equivalent in Htbrew, r\^>Q']'\, 
Romiith, 
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Chapter xiv. By the Lamb on mount 
Sion is meant Jesus ; by the hundred, forty, 
and four thoufand, his church and followers ; 
by the angel preaching the everlafting gofpcl, 
•the iSrft principal effort made towards a re- 
formation, by that public oppofition formed 
againd the worship of faints and images by 
emperors and bilhops in the eighth and ninth 
centuries i by the angel crying, " Babylon is 

fallen," 
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fidlen," the Waldenfes and Albigenfes, wha 
pronounced the Church of Rome to be the 
Apocalyptic Babylon, and denounced* her de-- 
firudion; and by the third Angel, Martiii 
Luther and his fellow Reformers, who pro« 
tefted againft all the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, as deflru6iive to falvation. 

Herb we may put a period to this (hort 
Analyils of the Revelations ; as what fol- 
lows feems not to to be of fuch obvfous interpre- 
tation as the preceding, and therefore the curi- 
ous Reader wil>confult the Bifhop's Disser- 
tations themfelves. In reading thofe or 
any other Hluidration of the Prophecies con- 
tained in this myfterious book, he will do well 
always to have before him the admirable works 
of JosSPH Mede, above quoted. 
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